
 

 

 
Landcare radio notes for Riverina ABC Breakfast Thursday 21 April 2016 

 
What’s been happening 
 
Across the Riverina, recently appointed Landcare coordinators have been meeting with groups 
in their local communities Eg. Hay, Harden-Murrumburrah, Kyeamba Valley, Tarcutta, 
Coolamon, Coleambally, Leeton, Griffith and Wagga Wagga urban. 
 
Narrandera Annual Koala Count, 157 attendees, including visitors from Wagga Wagga, 
Sydney, and even one person from the USA. 30 koalas counted, including a mum with a joey. 

 
Holbrook Landcare Bushlinks hosted Bats on the Billabong night at “Fellows Hill” at Morven. 
Booked out with > 70 people. With over 45 kids it was always going to be a tough gig to keep 
them quiet. Four harp traps were set up……. unfortunately no bats captured.  The group did 
see some possums and some other nocturnal animals while spotlighting. Up to 13 different 
micro bats species occur in the region. 
 
Autumn National Wild Pollinator Count finished last Sunday but results will be received up 
this coming Sunday. A report will be published on their website in the near future. Missed out? 
Next count will be in November 2016. https://wildpollinatorcount.com/ 

 
Wirraminna Environmental Education Centre had a Wonderful day at Willow Park, Wodonga 
revealing the World of Water bugs at their “Bring Ya Bug Along” day. Next step is to produce 
a book all about Water bugs, using some of the photos and stories from this event.  
 
Landcare Irrigation Area Collective met in Leeton to discuss the next significant project they will 
do after the National Threatened Species Commissioner, Gregory Andrews visit in February. 
This will have a youth focus.   
 
Holbrook Landcare Network Carbon Outreach and Extension project launched their Pasture 
Improvement Focus Group with “To Renovate or not to renovate” Field day at Holbrook   
 
The Riverina Collective women’s Habits for Happiness Workshop Sunday Session brunch in 
Deni with Meg Burham from open Mind Education 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
Tarcutta Valley Landcare group are actively seeking people to take up positions on their 
committee. If no one steps forward they may fold at the AGM on June 15th.   
 
(Tomorrow) 22 April recently formed Mountain Landcare Group in Tumbarumba is holding a 
meeting 3pm at the office building next to the police station. They already have a project to 
underway in the old police paddock.    
 
(Tomorrow) 22 April is Earth Day - this year’s theme is ‘Trees for the Earth’, and people are 
encouraged to get out and plant some trees even if a only a few on their own farms or in their 
gardens  

 

https://wildpollinatorcount.com/
https://www.facebook.com/wirraminna/
http://murrumbidgeelandcare.asn.au/networks/TVLG


 

 

 

(Tuesday) 26 April North East VIc. CMA Regional Landcare Facilitator brings Colin Seis to the 
region to present Profitable Regenerative Agriculture at Tallangatta 

2 days of dung beetles hosted by Holbrook Landcare Network  

(Tuesday) 26th April The role of dung beetles and earthworms in natural soil health. 
Holbrook RS Club 7:00 pm. Speaker = Dr Graeme Stevenson – Landcare NW Tasmania and 
former Senior Research Officer, Tasmanian Agricultural Department. Author of Ruminations of 
a Poo-ologist: Dung Beetles in Tasmania 

(Wednesday) 27th April Dung beetle identification workshop Belinda Pearce – Former Local 
Landcare Facilitator, Kiewa Catchment Landcare Groups 9:30 am – 12:30 pm, Holbrook Library 
Complex 

(Wednesday) 27th April Farm walk looking at dung beetles in the paddock With both 
Graeme Stevenson and Belinda Pearce 2:00 – 4:00 pm, ‘Blairgowrie’, Yarra Rd Holbrook 

(Thursday) 28th April Barham Landcare are hosting a native plant identification workshop at 
The Barham Federation Botanic Reserve. Martin Driver will be presenting the workshop with 
indigenous cultural input from Esther Kirby (Barapa Barapa and Wemba Wemba 
Aboriginal  Elder) 
 
30th April - Tumut Wetlands Bird Group are holding their quarterly survey at the wetlands from 
7.30am- 9.30am. All welcome.7:30am at the bottom of the Old Gundagai Road near Ken 
Stubbs Bridge. 
 
Tumut Visitors centre has a current exhibition on local volunteers and one such group features 
the Riverina Highlands Landcare nursery. Local native plants of the area are on display and a 
sample of what is currently available in the nursery. Nursery volunteers can number over 20 at 
each weekly session.  

 
Grants 
 
** Landcare Australia Support Grants: up to $1,000 (ex GST) 
Landcare groups are invited to apply for a grant of up to $1,000 (GST exclusive) to support 
projects and core activities which will improve the health of the land and environment. 
Applications open: 4 April 2016 (9.00am EST) 
Applications close: 28 April 2016 (5.00pm EST) 
 
** Landcare Australia Special Projects Grants: up to $15,000 (ex. GST) 
Landcare Australia is offering grants to Landcare and farming groups to undertake projects that 
protect environmental assets, address priority issues and improve the health of the 
environment.  

Groups are invited to apply for a grant of up to $15,000 (ex. GST) to support projects that focus 
on  

>   Biodiversity 
>   Sustainable agriculture 

Applications open: 18 April 2016 (9.00am EST) 



 

 

Applications close: 20 May 2016 (5.00pm EST 
 
Norman Wettenhall Small Environmental Grant Scheme May – grant round opens 29th 
March. The objectives of the Small Environmental Grant Scheme is to support biodiversity 
conservation projects in Australia that are concerned with one or more of the following: 
monitoring and recording data, community education, community capacity building (training) 
and research and science. For more info: http://nwf.org.au/grants/small-environmental-grants/ 
 
The 2016 FRRR ABC Heywire Youth Innovation Grants program is now open, closing 1 June 2016. 
Funds are available to implement or pilot one of the eight 2016 Heywire ideas 
Community groups are encouraged to apply to the FRRR ABC Heywire Youth Innovation Grants 
Program to bring to life the ideas developed at the 2016 Regional Youth Summit. The eight ideas 
are: 
Cooking for Cohesion – Racism; Rage – Gender Equality; regionALL – LGBTIQ+; Operation 
Defrost – ICE abuse; No Limits Network – unemployment among young people with a disability; 
Dot 2 Dot – connecting new volunteers with organisations that need them; Magnify Mentoring – 
disengaged youth in education; Back to Bush – encouraging tourism in lesser-known Australian 
town 

http://www.frrr.org.au/heywire  

 
 
Farm Innovation Fund Funds approved as at 12 February 2016 $250,000,000 Total Funds 
available $52,003,855 A package to assist primary producers identify and address risks to their 
farming enterprise, improve permanent farm infrastructure and ensure long-term productivity 
and sustainable land use, aiding in meeting changes to seasonal conditions. The availability of 
loans is subject to funds being available. No loans will be offered beyond the allocated funding. 
Applicants should contact the Authority prior to lodging an application. For more info: 
http://www.raa.nsw.gov.au/assistance/farm-innovation-fund 

 
Farm Business Skills Professional Development Program As part of the NSW 
Government's $300 million Drought Strategy, a $45 million Farm Business Skills Professional 
Development Program has been developed to support farm business in all conditions, but 
particularly in relation to preparing for and responding to drought. Farmers are now able to view 
a list of pre-approved courses. This list will be updated as additional products become available. 
Approved participants are able to claim reimbursement of costs (up to 50% of eligible costs) 
upon completion of the course/activity. A maximum reimbursement of $5,000 (covering all 
courses/activities over the life of the program) applies for any farmer with reimbursements 
capped at $9,000 per farm business. Three professional development priority areas have been 
identified: Risk management, Financial and business management, Farm business 
planning/drought preparedness. For more info: 
http://www.raa.nsw.gov.au/assistance/professional-development-program 
 

EVENT (Person) of Interest  
 

Earth Day is Friday. Annual event created to celebrate the planet’s environment and raise 
public awareness about pollution. Celebrated worldwide with conferences, outdoor activities 
and service projects.  Over the next five years, as Earth Day moves closer to its 50th 
anniversary, it wants to have 7.8 billion trees across world   @EarthDayNetwork 
 
http://theterramarproject.org/thedailycatch/earth-day-history-and-facts/#sthash.2Mkn18PR.dpuf 

 

http://nwf.org.au/grants/small-environmental-grants/
http://www.frrr.org.au/heywire
http://www.raa.nsw.gov.au/assistance/farm-innovation-fund
http://www.raa.nsw.gov.au/assistance/professional-development-program
http://theterramarproject.org/thedailycatch/earth-day-history-and-facts/#sthash.2Mkn18PR.dpuf


 

 

 


