
 
 
 

 

Landcare radio notes Thurs 19th May 2016 

What we’ve been up to  

There was a lot of action around the Riverina Field Days at Griffith on Fri and Sat. 

 
NSW Governments’ biodiversity reforms consultation and round table are in the middle of informing the 
public about the new Biodiversity Conservation Act. Council staff meeting today in Wagga for a technical 
skills update but yesterday in Wagga there was a roundtable and an open community drop-in session to 
find out more about the reforms. Other information sessions are being planned by NSW Farmers, the 
nearest at Cooma, EDO, The Nature Conservation Council and Riverina and Murray Landcare are planning 
sessions at Tarcutta and Coleambally. 
Biodiversity Conservation legislation https://www.landmanagement.nsw.gov.au/ 
 
Last Thursday Riverina Winegrapes Marketing Board, NSW DPI, RDA, and Griffith Council brought the 
punters an Agricultural Options Workshop at Griffith 
 
Thurs 12 May Riverina LLS, NSW DPI and Australian Wool Innovation Limited held a ‘Livestock Production in 
the Rangelands’ workshop at Shear Outback in Hay.  
 
Friday, 13th of May, Corowa District Landcare Group hosted a beautiful and inspiring, Woodland Walk with 
Chris Tzaros. This was the first of three walks and focussed on the ecology of birds and the yellow box 
ecosystem at Collendina.  

 
Saturday 14 May 2016 Seed Savers Albury-Wodonga was led by Jackie Cronin in discussions and sharing of 
all things preserving.  
 
Sat 14 May Woomargama National Park Volunteer Working Party trail maintenance working bee was 
postponed 

 
Sun 15 May Slopes to Summit Bushlinks project hosted a Swift Parrots and Regent Honeyeater serious 
birdo survey as part of BirdLife Australia. A hooded robin, threatened woodland bird species was sighted 
 
 
Events coming up 
 
This morning at Tumut Shire Council from 9.30 am to lunchtime Landcare, RLLS, and OEH is hosting a 
workshop Maximising Renewable Energy Opportunities On Farm. Workshop designed for farmers involved 
in the grazing, orchard, fisheries and dairy industries who are considering installing solar energy 
applications and farmers that already have 
solar and want to find out how to optimise their technology.  

 
(Today) Holbrook Landcare Network are hosting a Low Cost Erosion Control workshop at Woomargama. 
The workshop looking at low-cost erosion control with Cam Wilson from Earth Integral. This workshop will 
be great for anyone with those small, niggling erosion points that you don't want to let get out of control. 
Cam will discuss principles of erosion control and guide the group through a hands-on activity. 
 

https://www.landmanagement.nsw.gov.au/


 
 
 

 

(Tomorrow) 20th May AIM Breakfast Team Yarrawonga Mulwala Gold Club Resort from 7am-8-30am. Hear 
from Lisa O'Keefe from Koolaman jewellers, Recruitment Marketing Manager, Sam Fraser and Natalie 
Heath. The Willow Room, Yarrawonga Mulwala Golf Club Resort 7 am 20th May. 

 
(Tomorrow) closing date for abstracts for the National Landcare Conference in September in Melbourne   - 
conference organisers are seeking presentations from a diverse range of backgrounds involved with the the 
Landcare movement which demonstrates a unique and beneficial approach to natural resource 
management and sustainable agriculture.  

 
Saturday 21 May Holbrook Landcare Network are hosting a Swift Parrots (vulnerable species) and Regent 
Honeyeater survey at Nest Hill Nature Reserve (formerly Pulletop State Forest). This is a great opportunity 
to learn how to survey and participate in the BirdLife Australia national survey. PLEASE RSVP TODAY, 
THURSDAY 19TH MAY by contacting the HLN office. 

 
Sunday 22 May The Riverina Collective women’s workshop: Unlock the Secrets to Engagement Sunday 
Session brunch in Deni with Hayley Purbrick direct marketer and customer engager. 
 
21-22 May NSW Farmers holding a Working Dog Training Clinic at Binya, 2 day event, RSVP essential. $110 
per day, 25% discount for NSW Farmers members. ‘Fence-sitters’ welcome at half price entry.  
Session brunch in Deni with Hayley Purbrick direct marketer and customer engager.  

 
Sunday 22 May International Day for Biological Diversity https://www.cbd.int/idb/ 

 
(Sunday) 22 May Young District Landcare Barb-busters working bee 10am - removing barbed wire from 
fencing. The latest in a series of local barb-busting activities to save gliders, micro bats, birds and other 
wildlife from getting fatally tangled in barbed wire. Meet at 9.30am at the ‘Karyrie Park’ front gate, near 
Young.  Morning tea and lunch will be provided but please bring your drink bottle and wear protective 
clothing.  Contact Local Landcare Coordinator Mikla Lewis if you’d like to know more 0499 199 016. 

 
(Tuesday) 24 May Solar pumping field day for irrigators in Hillston. Irrigators of broad acre and intensive 
horticulture are invited to a field day that will showcase the latest renewable technology for agriculture. 
The focus will be on solar pumping; pump efficiency and energy saving and storage technology. 9:30am - 
12:30pm & afterwards a suppliers display for pump technology and batteries. 
Contact: Kylie Walker, Regional Clean Energy Coordinator, 0477 716 757 
kylie.walker@environment.nsw.gov.au 
 
24 May - 26 May, 2016 Irrigation Australia International Conference and Exhibition (Melbourne) 
Australasia’s leading irrigation event, Irrigation Australia International Conference and Exhibition, will take 
place between 24 - 26 May this year at the Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre. The biennial 
conference and exhibition will return to Melbourne after eight years and there is a groundswell of 
anticipation from the irrigation industry. 
Register now as a conference delegate or trade visitor to be part of the 4000+ industry 
professionals who will gather together this May to get a glimpse of the future of irrigation.  

 
 
 
 

https://www.cbd.int/idb/
mailto:kylie.walker@environment.nsw.gov.au


 
 
 

 

(Wednesday) 25 May North East CMA are hosting a free ‘Governance for Community Groups’ session at 
Corryong 5-8pm with pizza 
 

Friday 27 May Water Essentials Workshop: Overviewing the core issues in science, technology and 

governance of best practice water resources management. , 9am- 5pm Melbourne Convention Centre 
 
Fri 27 May Southern Growers hosting “Women in Agriculture Taster event” 
At Finley Recreation Centre hear speakers Lucinda Corrigan (“Rennylea”) on her experience with Succession 
planning and Natalie Shepard & Sandra Martin (Universally Speaking) on How to Communicate Effectively 
with your Business Partners. Southern Growers would also like to hear from women in the region what 
their information and training needs are. 
Contact: Stephanie Chappell 0417 444 750  southerngrowersinc@gmail.com 
 

Friday 27 May Partners in Grain (PinG) bring you Being a Better Boss – Managing People (HR) at 
Corowa.  An interactive workshop helping growers manage a key element of their business – their team. 
Learn skills to be a better boss, from identifying your labour needs to managing performance once 
employees are in place. 
· Identify your labour requirements 
· Search, interview, select & recruit 
· Induction packs 
· Set, communicate & review expectations 
· Roles and responsibilities 
· Performance management 
 Find out more about this workshops here (hold control button and click with mouse)   
The cost is $142 (Inc GST) for the first person, you can add up to three people from one business, additional 
members of the same business will be charged a discounted rate of $110 per person. 
Enrol Here 
 
Grants 
 
Landcare Australia Special Projects Grants: up to $15,000 (ex. GST) 
Landcare Australia is offering grants to Landcare and farming groups to undertake projects that protect 
environmental assets, address priority issues and improve the health of the environment.  

Groups are invited to apply for a grant of up to $15,000 (ex. GST) to support projects that focus on one or 
more of the following areas: 

>   Biodiversity 

>   Sustainable agriculture 

Applications open: 18 April 2016 (9.00am EST) 
Applications close: 20 May 2016 (5.00pm EST) 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.icewarm.com.au/short-courses/courses/WE/register
http://partnersingrain.org.au/regions/new-south-wales/nsw-events/
http://partnersingrain.org.au/regions/new-south-wales/nsw-events/


 
 
 

 

Round 5 Green Army Program Applications Now Open 
Round 5 Green Army project applications have opened for communities to submit their ideas for local 
environmental projects. The key dates for round 5 are: 

 Round 5 draft proposals for Campbell Page/ Skillset review – are due by June 1st 2016 
 Round 5 project submissions lodged with department – due no later than 1pm June 16th 2016 

The Department has altered the funding stream for Green Army projects which applies to round 5 
submissions.  It now includes: 

 Stream 1 – multiple projects over an extended timeframe looking to achieve regional outcomes; and 
 Stream 2 – single projects over one or two periods (Starting July 2017) 

 
http://campbellpage.com.au/job-seekers/green-army/latest-updates/ 
http://www.environment.gov.au/land/green-army/projects/round-5 

 
 
Wagga City Council ANNUAL GRANTS PROGRAM 2016-2017 
Each year, Council invites community organisations, groups and in some categories, individuals, in the 
Wagga Wagga Local Government Area to make an application for funding as part of Council's Annual 
Grants Program. $175000 will be available for the Annual Grants Program 2016-2017 to help support our 
local communities. 

 
The Annual Grants Program 2016-2017 will open 9am Monday 21 March 2016 and will close at noon 
Monday 30 May 2016.  http://wagga.nsw.gov.au/city-of-wagga-wagga/council/grants 
 
Eco Schools grants - now open to applications 
The NSW Environmental Trust is now calling for applications to the Eco Schools grants program. Eco 
Schools grants provide learning opportunities for students, teachers and school communities, through 
curriculum-based environmental projects. 
 
Up to 80 grants of $3,500 each are available. 25 of these will be offered for projects catering for students 
with special needs. 
 
Funding is available for an exciting variety of environmental projects, such as: 

 water and energy conservation 
 waste avoidance and reuse 
 bush tucker, sensory, native and food gardens 
 biodiversity, habitat improvement, and development of environmental learning resources 

Applications are due by Friday 17 June 2016. 
Application materials 
Guidelines, application forms and a range of resources are available on the Trust's Eco Schools webpage: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/grants/schools.htm 
Questions? Trust Administration (02) 8837 6093 or email info@environmentaltrust.nsw.gov.au 
 
 

 

 
 

http://campbellpage.com.au/job-seekers/green-army/latest-updates/
http://www.environment.gov.au/land/green-army/projects/round-5
http://enviro-nsw.trclient.com/id=8089,18264851,54011048,356881,1?erl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.environment.nsw.gov.au%2Fgrants%2Fschools.htm
http://enviro-nsw.trclient.com/id=8089,18264851,54011048,356881,1?erl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.environment.nsw.gov.au%2Fgrants%2Fschools.htm
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/grants/schools.htm
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/grants/schools.htm
mailto:info@environmentaltrust.nsw.gov.au


 
 
 

 

OEH  Heritage Activation Grants: 
Funding will be available for projects designed to increase public enjoyment of local heritage, such as 
physical works for public access, public programming, strategy development and business planning. 

 
OPEN: 9:00 am Monday 18 April 2016 
CLOSED: 5:00 pm Monday 27 June 2016 
FUNDING AVAILABLE: Up to $100,000 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/Heritage/heritage-near-me-incentives.htm 
Media release: http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/MinMedia/MinMedia16041602.pdf  

 
Norman Wettenhall Small Environmental Grant Scheme May – grant round opens 29th March. The 
objectives of the Small Environmental Grant Scheme is to support biodiversity conservation projects in 
Australia that are concerned with one or more of the following: monitoring and recording data, community 
education, community capacity building (training) and research and science. For more info: 
http://nwf.org.au/grants/small-environmental-grants/ 
 
The 2016 FRRR ABC Heywire Youth Innovation Grants program is now open, closing 1 June 2016. 
Funds are available to implement or pilot one of the eight 2016 Heywire ideas 
Community groups are encouraged to apply to the FRRR ABC Heywire Youth Innovation Grants Program to 
bring to life the ideas developed at the 2016 Regional Youth Summit. The eight ideas are: 

 Cooking for Cohesion - Racism 
 Rage – Gender Equality 
 regionALL – LGBTIQ+ 
 Operation Defrost – ICE abuse 
 No Limits Network – unemployment among young people with a disability 
 Dot 2 Dot – connecting new volunteers with organisations that need them 
 Magnify Mentoring – disengaged youth in education 
 Back to Bush – encouraging tourism in lesser-known Australian town 

http://www.frrr.org.au/heywire  

 
The Indigenous Advancement Strategy (IAS) is the way in which the Australian Government funds and 
delivers a range of programmes targeting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.The Australian 
Government has set three clear priorities to make sure efforts are effectively targeted: 
 The positive impact that education has on the future success of individuals, families and communities 

is clear. Children who go to school have better life outcomes. 
 Employment, economic development and social participation improves the lives of families and 

communities. The right conditions and incentives need to be in place for Indigenous Australians to 
participate in the economy and broader society. 

 Growing up in a healthy and safe home and community is essential for families to thrive and reach 
their full potential. In particular, the violence that too many women and children face must be 
addressed. 

In the 2015-16 Budget, the Australian Government allocated $4.9 billion to the IAS, over four years to 
2018-19, for grant funding processes and administered procurement activities that address the objectives 
of the IAS 
http://www.dpmc.gov.au/indigenous-affairs/grants-and-funding/funding-under-ias 

 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/Heritage/heritage-near-me-incentives.htm
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/MinMedia/MinMedia16041602.pdf
http://nwf.org.au/grants/small-environmental-grants/
http://www.frrr.org.au/heywire
http://www.dpmc.gov.au/indigenous-affairs/grants-and-funding/funding-under-ias


 
 
 

 

Farm Innovation Fund Funds approved as at 12 February 2016 $250,000,000 Total Funds available 
$52,003,855 A package to assist primary producers identify and address risks to their farming enterprise, 
improve permanent farm infrastructure and ensure long-term productivity and sustainable land use, aiding 
in meeting changes to seasonal conditions. The availability of loans is subject to funds being available. No 
loans will be offered beyond the allocated funding. Applicants should contact the Authority prior to lodging 
an application. For more info: http://www.raa.nsw.gov.au/assistance/farm-innovation-fund 
 
Farm Business Skills Professional Development Program As part of the NSW Government's $300 million 
Drought Strategy, a $45 million Farm Business Skills Professional Development Program has been 
developed to support farm business in all conditions, but particularly in relation to preparing for and 
responding to drought. Farmers are now able to view a list of pre-approved courses. This list will be 
updated as additional products become available. Approved participants are able to claim reimbursement 
of costs (up to 50% of eligible costs) upon completion of the course/activity. A maximum reimbursement of 
$5,000 (covering all courses/activities over the life of the program) applies for any farmer with 
reimbursements capped at $9,000 per farm business. Three professional development priority areas have 
been identified: Risk management, Financial and business management, Farm business planning/drought 
preparedness. For more info: http://www.raa.nsw.gov.au/assistance/professional-development-program 

Industry Skills Fund - Subsidised Training 

The Industry Skills Fund (fund) is a key element of the Australian Government’s strategy to boost business 
productivity and increase competitiveness across the economy. The fund provides training places and 
support services for industry. 
 
Free Skills Advice and different rates of subsidised training are available to businesses (including farms). 
This can include accredited training, innovative training, or mentoring relating to training. 
The rate of subsidy for training costs that you are eligible for depends on the number of full time employees 
your business has. For more information, visit the Industry Skills Fund website. 

Agricultural Trade and Market Access Cooperation programme 

Applications are invited for funding under the Agricultural Trade and Market Access Cooperation (ATMAC) 
programme, as announced by the Deputy Prime Minister and the Minister for Agriculture and Water 
Resources, Barnaby Joyce, on 4 March 2016. There are no set funding rounds. 

Applications may be submitted for projects valued at between $55 000 to $1.65 million (GST incl.). 

Contact details, Programme Manager, Agricultural Trade and Market Access Cooperation programme 

Department of Agriculture and Water Resources, GPO Box 858, Canberra ACT 2601 Phone: 1800 868 175 

 

Keep NSW Beautiful  Blue Star Sustainability Awards due 31st May 2016 

Hey Tosser! Litter Action Award –Litter reduction and awareness ; Waste Less, Recycle More Award –

Waste and recycling solutions; Going Green Education Award – Environmental education programs 
Habitat & Wildlife Guardianship Award – Conservation, preservation of natural life and land 
Sustainable Systems Award – Sustainable solutions; energy, transport, utilities 
Cultural Heritage Award –Built and social heritage conservation 
Environmental Achievement Award – Individual/group environmental volunteer work 
Young Environmental Achievement Award – Young individual/group environmental volunteer work 
Community Environmental Achievement Award -Environmental projects that have fostered volunteer 
community action 

http://www.raa.nsw.gov.au/assistance/farm-innovation-fund
http://www.raa.nsw.gov.au/assistance/professional-development-program
http://yan.us7.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=26422c1d659b072e100e1efec&id=06c7a31a56&e=f77f7ac179
http://www.e-award.com.au/2016/bluestar/index.php
http://knswb.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Criteria-and-shortform-questions-Hey-Tosser-Litter-Action.pdf
http://knswb.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Criteria-and-shortform-questions-Waste-Less-Recycle-More.pdf
http://knswb.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Criteria-and-shortform-questions-Going-Green-Education-Award.pdf
http://knswb.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Criteria-and-shortform-questions-Habitiat-Wildlife-Guardianship.pdf
http://knswb.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Criteria-and-shortform-questions-Sustainable-Systems.pdf
http://knswb.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Criteria-and-shortform-questions-Cultural-Heritage-Award.pdf
http://knswb.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Criteria-and-shortform-questions-Environmental-Achievement.pdf
http://knswb.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Criteria-and-shortform-questions-Young-Environmental-Achievement.pdf
http://knswb.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Criteria-and-shortform-questions-Community-Achievement-Award.pdf


 
 
 

 

 
Person of Interest 
Graeme Anderson   

Focus is: Agriculture development & extension, seasonal variability & change, farming, innovation, energy 
and 'making decisions today that leave us better off in future'. 

Twitter handle @climatedogs and makes sense with his accomplished work. Best known for The NSW 
Climatedog animation series which, using humorous animations of sheep dogs to explain complex 
atmospheric phenomena to farmers. The series has been developed in collaboration with the Australian 
Bureau of Meteorology and Victorian Department of Primary Industries. 

Each of these dogs represents the main drivers of climate variability in NSW. 

‘Ridgy’ otherwise known as the Subtropical Ridge is the lead dog of the pack. ‘Enso’ represents the El Nino 
Southern Oscillation phenomena, ‘Indy’ represents the Indian Ocean Dipole, ‘Sam’ represents the Southern 
Annular Mode and 'Eastie’ the East Coast Low phenomena. 

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/content/agriculture/resources/climate-and-weather/variability/climatedogs 

http://www.bom.gov.au/
http://www.bom.gov.au/
http://www.dpi.vic.gov.au/
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/content/agriculture/resources/climate-and-weather/variability/climatedogs

