
MEDIA RELEASE 

Humble Paddock Tree Takes Centre Stage 

 The humble paddock tree will receive some much needed exposure in a new Landcare film being 
launched this week. Often overlooked for their win-win role in rural landscapes, the film highlights 
environmental benefits like wildlife habitat, and economic benefits like shelter for livestock. 

 Murrumbidgee Landcare Executive Officer, Karen Jamieson, said the film showcased some of the 
inspiring work being done by farmers to arrest the decline in paddock trees and nurture future 
generations.  

 "Paddock trees are steadily disappearing from our farming landscapes and without the efforts of 
farmers like these their fate would be sealed." 

 The film, Champions of Change: farmers and their paddock trees, features landholders and footage 
from across the Murrumbidgee Catchment. 

 John Hopkins, who runs a mixed farming operation at Illabo, said he thought too many people were 
focussed on planting new trees and not looking after their old paddock trees. 

 "We do both and we've probably done enough now, but it's addictive and once you start it's hard to 
stop. It just makes farming all that more enjoyable."   

 Wildlife Ecologist, Matt Herring, who produced the film, said it was always a pleasure to draw 
attention to the farmers who are doing such amazing works on their properties. 

 "We hope the film inspires others to step up and ensure that the iconic paddock trees that are so 
characteristic of rural Australia don't become a thing of the past." 

 The film is punctuated by some lighthearted behind-the-scenes blooper footage of Mr Herring and 
fellow filmmaker, Nathan Smith. It was funded by the New South Wales Environmental Trust 
through a grant to Murrurmbidgee Landcare and can be viewed on YouTube and the Murrumbidgee 
Landcare website. 

 

For more information, please contact Karen Jamieson Executive Officer of Murrumbidgee Landcare 
Inc. on 02 6933 1443, office@mli.org.au ; Matt Herring Wildlife Ecologist on 0428 236 563, 
mherring@murraywildlife.com.au ; or Nathan Smith, Director NJ Productions on 045  222 5727 
nathan@nathanjamesproductions.com 

 

 


