
 

 

 

Weekly Update from Landcare radio notes for Riv ABC Breakfast 
Thursday 23 June 2016 
 
What’s been happening 
16 June Rice Extension and Environmental Champions Program hosted a Legumes in Rice 
stubble Field Day at Tullakool 
 

16 June PinG and P2PAgri delivered a Farm Business Essentials workshop focussing on 
utilising tax return data at Temora 16 June and Forbes 17 June Turn your tax return into key 
Farm Business Management data. All farm business have their tax returns completed 
annual, but this report remains one of the least understood and utilised report(s) understood 
by farmers. This 1-day workshop helps farmers turn their tax return information into useful 
management information and to understand what this information means so that their 
business can be better managed. Participants cost - $500/business (GST excl) (NSW RAA 
will refund 50% of this fee) 
 

THURSDAY 16TH JUNE 2016 - Kyeamba Valley Landcare Group hosted a ‘Slow the Flow’ 
field day with presenter Cam Wilson, from Earth Integral, Palmer’s Road, Kyeamba. 
10:00AM to 2:00PM (morning tea & lunch provided).  
Friday 17 June NSW Landcare Webinar on Biodiversity Reforms, 2:30pm – 4:30pm. 
To participate you must register at http://www.webcasts.com.au/oeh170616/ 
 

Saturday 18th of June Corowa District Landcare Group hosted the last Woodland Walk of 
their 2016 series at Walbundrie. They went hunting  reptiles at Britta’s Travelling Stock 
Reserve (TSR) Walbundrie 11am – 1pm with Dr Damian Michael. Damian has been 
conducting wildlife research at Britta's TSR for the past 16 years. The reserve is a good 
example of grey box woodland and has high conservation value for plants, birds and 
mammals. During the field day Damian will check some long-term reptile monitoring plots, 
conduct a survey for small lizards and discuss the habitat requirements of reptiles in 
threatened woodland environments. 
 

June 18 ErinEarth Open Garden 9:30 to 2:00 pm   - A welcoming information session at the 
beginning of Refugee Week for all our new arrivals that will demonstrate our unique 
environment, climate, flora and fauna. Through a panel of local experts, capably assisted by 
translators, this enjoyable day will introduce them to our environment. For details go to 
www.erinearth.org.au 
 

Sunday 19 June - Community Open day at Wagga’s new Marrambidya Wetlands - 
rescheduled after being rained out at the start of the month. Great activities for the whole 
family. 
 

Sunday 19 June 'Friends of Nail Can Hill' are hosting planting and weed ID working bee in 
Albury. Join them for a spot of native veg planting, a BBQ lunch and IDing unwanted plants 
growing in the area. 10-12pm, meet at the Pemberton St entrance to Nail Can Hill.  

http://www.webcasts.com.au/oeh170616/


 

 

Please bring gloves, water, a hat and covered shoes. 
 

19 June Woomargama National Park Volunteers – postponed to August All Welcome! We 
are having a working day in the national park, at the old gravel pit and picnic area, just off 
Tunnel Road. 
Events of the day include: Maintaining the trail for the wildflower walk; Installing signage for 
the walking trail; Setting camera traps. BBQ lunch will be provided. For RSVP & more 
information, please contact: Sandy – 0490 405 479 or Judy - 0427 043 097 Email- 
judy.kirk@bigpond.com 
 

20 June Murrumbidgee Landcare launched online video developed by Matt Herring and 

Nathan Smith ‘Champions of Change: Farmers and their Paddock Trees’. Funded by NSW 

Environmental Trust. Can be viewed on the MLi Youtube Channel and website, and on the 

Riverina Landcare blog.  https://youtu.be/m6_Z3NR0p5E  

 
21st June Riverina Tourism hosting  Tourism Product Development Workshop in 
Cootamundra and on 22nd June Griffith. Aimed at people who have an idea for a new 
tourism product, a work in progress, a dream,. Or a vision or have an existing, tourism 
product  that needs a revamp, growth or motivation. LGA’s eligible to attend are 
Cootamundra, Griffith, Gundagai, Lockhart, Murrumbidgee,narrandera, Temora and Urana. 
Contact Shiron at riverina tourism  
 

21 June Landcare NSW, Murrumbidgee Landcare Inc and Murray Landcare hosted an 
information session and discussion focussing on the Landcare response to NSW Biodiversity 
Conservation Reforms at Tarcutta. 9.30am - 2pm edwinahayes@holbrooklandcare.org.au 
This workshop was well attended by key partner organisations and local farmers and 
landcarers. There were representatives form Riv and Murray LLS, HLN, MLi, Tarcutta 
Landcare, RHLN, Kyeamba Valley Landcare, Illabo, NCT, NSW Farmers, OEH and 
Landcare NSW. 
 

Tuesday 21st June Lake Cargelligo Day 1: Wednesday 15 June, Day 2:  Wednesday 22 
June Introduction to Prograze, Learn how to get more out of your pastures, maintain 
groundcover and improve your livestock production. NSW DPIs livestock specialist, Phil 
Graham will present. Cost - $125 for two people. For more information or to register, please 
contact Chris Robinson on 0447 636 129. 
 

22 Game of Drones - Drone & Technology Field Day ‘Fellow Hills’ Culcairn Road Holbrook, 
contact the Holbrook Landcare Network office for more information PRETTY WET! 
 

Upcoming Events 
This week saw the launch of ‘Champions of Change - Farmers and their Paddock Trees’, a 
short film championing the ecological and agricultural value of paddock trees, and the 
Riverina farmers who nurture them. Watch it on Murrumbidgee Landcare’s website or 
Youtube Channel:  https://youtu.be/m6_Z3NR0p5E  
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Registrations are now open for the 2016 National Landcare Conference and Awards, to 
be held at the Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre from 21-23 September 
2016.  Themed ‘Collaborative Communities – Landcare in Action’  Early bird registration 
closes 31 July. http://www.nationallandcareconference.org.au/#about 
 

23 June Rice Extension Team are running the Innovators Club workshop at Coleambally this 
owrkshops already attracted over 40 participants a great day in the rain for youngirs and 
newbies https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/the-3rd-innovators-workshop-tickets-
25690407701?ref=estw  
 

24 June Tumbarumba Beef Group are hosting their second workshop on Super El Nino' and 
Pasture Management in Beef Grazing Systems in the Tumbarumba region. Members will 
focus on maintaining productivity of perennial pastures throughout dry periods. The aim is to 
improve the skills of farmers in reducing the risk of livestock health issues during drought. 9-
5pm 
 

24 June Bendigo TAFE Food and Fibre Conference at Bendigo 
Don’t miss your opportunity to learn, network and hear from leading industry speakers, 
covering the following topics: 

 Sustainable land use and organic farming principles 
 The importance of quality assurance and biosecurity management for food security 
 The future challenges in producing and supplying “clean green” food for trade and 

export 
 The effect of the changing climate on farming practices and our ability to produce 

food sustainably and profitably into the future. 
Special guest presenters include: 

 Bryan Balmer, Market Manager Agriculture Victoria. 
 Grant Sims, producer Pine Grove, Weekly Times Farmer of the Year 2016. 
 Dr Richard Eckard, Professor and Director of the Primary Industries Climate 

Challenges Centre. 
 Stuart Holland, Principal Policy Officer, Plant Biosecurity, Agriculture Victoria. 
 Terry Hehir, Organic milk producer and organic dairy farmers co-operative chair. 
 Tim Shanahan, Executive Manager - North Central Catchment Management 

Authority 

 

24 June GRDC Farm Business Update (Yarrawonga-Mulwala) 24 June, 2016 9:00am - 
1:00pm https://grdc.com.au/Media-Centre/Events/2016/06/GRDC-Yarrawonga-Mulwala  
The GRDC Farm Business Update provides a unique forum for growers and advisers to  
learn from and network with leading industry professionals.  
 

Sunday 26 June - Murrumbidgee Field Naturalists outing to Duncan's Creek, Cocoparra 
National Park. 0269533524  Email murrumbidgeefieldnaturalists@gmail.com 
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Sat 27 June Central Murray Ag are hosting their annual Mixed Farming Field Day - 3-8pm 
28 June Cotton Info are running Weed Masterclass for cotton consultants and growers at 
Hillston 
 

28 June - 5pm closing date for submitting your feedback on the NSW biodiversity reforms. 
https://www.landmanagement.nsw.gov.au/have-your-say/  
 

29 Woolshed Thurgoona Landcare Group is holding a Future Directions Planning Evening at 
CSU Campus. Come in out of the cold, enjoy a warming bite to eat and help identify future 
priorities in the Thurgoona district. 7-9pm in the CSU School of Environmental Studies Tea 
Room 
 

29 June Holmes and Sackett on behalf of Murray local Land Services are running Making 
decisions from your soil test results  workshop at Holbrook from 9-2. Their aim is to  help 
beef and sheep producers develop a tailored fertiliser program for their property.  Producers 
will look at their whole farm to determine which paddocks to maintain, raise or reduce 
phosphorus application rates based on stocking rate, production goals and paddock 
 

29 June Cotton Info are running Weed Masterclass for cotton consultants and growers at 
Hay 

 

Thurs 30 June Cotton Info are running Weed Masterclass for cotton consultants and growers 

at Darlington Point 

 

Opportunities 

 

Australian Institute of Company Directors Sheepmeat Council of Australia Scholarships 

The Sheepmeat Council of Australia is offering five scholarships for sheep producers to complete 

the AICD Company Directors Course. Each scholarship is valued at up to $10,000 and covers all 

course fees, including one year of AICD membership (paid direct to the AICD), travel to the 

course and accommodation and meals during the course. 

Applicants must be: 

• A sheep producer or person working in the sheepmeat industry. 

• Able to demonstrate at least 10 years’ experience in the sheep industry and ready to take the 

next step in terms of industry leadership and involvement. 

• Able to commit to attend the full five days of the course. 

• Able to commit to the pre and post-course requirements, including pre-course reading, online 

training and assessment, to maximise their learning. 

The course is to be completed by the end of 2016 and the SCA will consult with the successful 

applicants to determine a suitable date and location.  

Interested sheep producers must submit the application form to be considered for this program. 

https://www.landmanagement.nsw.gov.au/have-your-say/


 

 

Applications close at 5pm on 24 June 2016 and must be sent to sca@sheepmeatcouncil.com.au 

More Information 

Kathleen Allan 

Skills Development and Communication Manager 

Sheepmeat Council of Australia 

M 0437 846 605 

E kallan@sheepmeatcouncil.com.au 

 

 

Floodplain Ecology Course - Barmah - October 10 to 14 Registrations now open! The 
Floodplain Ecology Course promotes awareness and greater understanding of these 
complex ecosystems in a drying climate, their ecological importance and values and the 
connection of floodplains with the health of their parent rivers. 
- See more at: http://www.gbcma.vic.gov.au/news_events/events-calendar/floodplain-
ecology-course-barmah-october-10-to-14#sthash.n4KCpFk0.dpuf 

 
Registrations are now open for the 2016 National Landcare Conference and Awards, 
to be held at the Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre from 21-23 September 
2016.  Themed ‘Collaborative Communities – Landcare in Action’ 
http://www.nationallandcareconference.org.au/#about 
 

Banksia Sustainability Awards – 2016 awards now open Entries close on 5 August 2016.   
The Banksia Foundation awards aim to raise the profile of sustainability issues facing 
Australia and recognise those whose initiatives are an encouragement and an example for 
others to follow. Award categories this year include research and science. 
http://banksiafdn.com/categories/  
 

NSW Green Globe Awards now open. The NSW Government’s Green Globe Awards are 
the leading environmental recognition program, celebrating excellence, leadership and 
innovation in sustainability.  The Green Globe Awards celebrate the work of organisations 
and individuals who are leading the way in making NSW a place where people and nature 
thrive. Nominations close at 5pm Monday 11 July 
2016.  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/greenglobes/index.htm  

 
2017 Nuffield Australia Farming Scholarships http://nuffield.com.au  
Nuffield Australia awards Scholarships to farmers annually. The process for being awarded a 
2017 Scholarship includes an application and interview process in 2016. 
Applications are required by 30 June 2016, interviews are held in July and August 2016, 
Scholarships are awarded in September 2016 and the Scholarship travel commences in 
2017. 

 
OEH  Heritage Activation Grants: 
Funding will be available for projects designed to increase public enjoyment of local heritage, 
such as physical works for public access, public programming, strategy development and 
business planning. CLOSES: 5:00 pm Monday 27 June 2016 
FUNDING AVAILABLE: Up to $100,000 
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http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/Heritage/heritage-near-me-incentives.htm 
 

The Indigenous Advancement Strategy (IAS) is the way in which the Australian 
Government funds and delivers a range of programmes targeting Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples.The Australian Government has set three clear priorities to make 
sure efforts are effectively targeted: 

 The positive impact that education has on the future success of individuals, families 
and communities is clear. Children who go to school have better life outcomes. 

 Employment, economic development and social participation improves the lives of 
families and communities. The right conditions and incentives need to be in place for 
Indigenous Australians to participate in the economy and broader society. 

 Growing up in a healthy and safe home and community is essential for families to 
thrive and reach their full potential. In particular, the violence that too many women 
and children face must be addressed. 

In the 2015-16 Budget, the Australian Government allocated $4.9 billion to the IAS, over four 
years to 2018-19, for grant funding processes and administered procurement activities that 
address the objectives of the IAS 
http://www.dpmc.gov.au/indigenous-affairs/grants-and-funding/funding-under-ias 
 

Agricultural Trade and Market Access Cooperation programme 
Applications welcome, for funding under the (ATMAC) programme, Funding priorities for 
2015-16 are for projects that help realise market access opportunities created for Australian 
exporters under recently ratified free trade agreements, and contribute to the negotiation of 
protocols for new and improved market access eg. R&D, training, practical demonstration 
activities, those that support delegation visits, missions or technical exchanges, attending 
relevant conferences or workshops and working groups. 
Phone: 1800 868 175 http://www.agriculture.gov.au/market-access-trade/atmac  
   
Love Food Hate Waste grants program is now open for applications. Applications close 14 
June 2016. This program complements the Environment Protection Authority's (EPA) 
successful Love Food Hate Waste external link program with over $1.4 million of funding 
over four years. Grants are open to eligible Love Food Hate Waste partners such as 
councils, council groups, non-government organisations and community groups. More info 
here 
 
Norman Wettenhall Small Environmental Grant Scheme, grant round opens 28 June. 
The objective is to support biodiversity conservation projects particularly around monitoring 
and recording data, community education, community capacity building (training) and 
research and science. For more info: http://nwf.org.au/grants/small- environmental-grants/ 

 
NIB Community Grants closes 30 June, program supports initiatives which make a positive 
difference to the health and wellbeing of people living in communities across Australia. 
Eligible not for profit organisations are invited to apply to our annual Community Grant round 
for funding of between $5,000 and $50,000 to deliver practical programs that focus on two 
particular groups: young people or carers. More info here 
 
Farm Innovation Fund A package to assist primary producers identify and address risks to 
their farming enterprise, improve permanent farm infrastructure and ensure long-term 
productivity and sustainable land use, aiding in meeting changes to seasonal conditions. 
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Applicants should contact the Authority prior to lodging an application. For more info: 
http://www.raa.nsw.gov.au/assistance/farm-innovation-fund 
 
Farm Business Skills Professional Development Program As part of the NSW 
Government's $300 million Drought Strategy, a $45 million Farm Business Skills 
Professional Development Program has been developed to support farm business in all 
conditions, but particularly in relation to preparing for and responding to drought. For more 
info: http://www.raa.nsw.gov.au/assistance/professional-development-program 
 
MLA Sponsorship Meat & Livestock Australia (MLA) sponsorship applications, closing 
1 June. MLA supports the red meat industry through the strategic sponsorship and in-kind 
contributions to a range of events and activities held across Australia. Apply for sponsorship 
of up to $10,000 for events held July - December 2016, or sponsorship over $10,000 for 
events held July 2016 – June 2017, visit the sponsorship page on the MLA website HERE 

 

Person of Interest  

@katrinamyers Barham Avocados Red Gum Food Group on facebook and twitter has been 

#spreadingthegoodstuff sharing her story of losing her father to suicide, being an 

ambassador for The Ripple Effect http://therippleeffect.com.au/ and generally advocating for 

better farmer mental health . 

 

 

When we set out on a journey of establishing a communications business based on 

positivity five years ago a small voice in our heads whispered maybe we were being naïve, 

even a little deluded, and people would think we were blindly seeing the world through 

rose-coloured glasses. 

Any doubts we had about our passion for spreading ‘good’ news and becoming 

champions of kind language were washed away last week at our very first live 

conversation hour dedicated to #spreadingthegoodstuff. 

To say we were overwhelmed with the response to our conversation series launch at the 

stunning Junction Moama would be an understatement and to have the incredible Katrina 

Myers share her story of how suicide has shaped her life and her choice to shed light 

where there was darkness was both moving and inspirational. 

We always knew Katrina’s story would resonate and the conversation around the stigma 

associated with mental illness and suicide was one that needed to be had. However, the 

75 people who witnessed last week’s conversation hour came away with much more than 

just words. 

Hope and action were two take-homes from Katrina’s words of wisdom, based around 

the ground-breaking initiative, The Ripple Effect – of which Katrina is an 

ambassador. The Ripple Effect aims to reduce this stigma of suicide, particularly among 

farmers, and start a conversation about taking care of our own mental health. 

http://www.raa.nsw.gov.au/assistance/farm-innovation-fund
http://www.raa.nsw.gov.au/assistance/professional-development-program
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Katrina shared her story of losing her father when she was 15 to suicide and grappling 

with the beast of mental illness that exists in her family. It was only recently she began 

checking in with her own mental health, after returning to the family farm and starting 

her own family that led to her association with The Ripple Effect. 

“You have to recognise when you’re not right and take the steps to look after your mental 

health, just like your physical health,” Katrina said. 

Often worried about how she would explain the circumstances surrounding her father’s 

death and his associated mental illness, Katrina now realises the importance of sharing 

her father’s story and starting a conversation that breaks down the myths around 

suicide, often based on ignorance, and change the language and perception about how to 

support those affected. 

  

Following last week’s #spreadingthegoodstuff conversation hour we have been buoyed 

with positive feedback about conversations already being had with friends and loved 

ones about mental health – this is the ripple effect already in action. 

Many of our guests walked away with a new perspective on mental health and, despite it 

being a difficult conversation for many, have already taken steps to check in with their 

own wellbeing and have chosen an important new perception of the stigmas associated 

with mental illness. 

Katrina’s number one message was to take care of ourselves and reach out to those 

around us to do the same. 

The Ripple Effect is determined to prevent rural suicide and is calling on the community 

to help share its cause. The initiative is seeking more than 400 men to take part in an 

online mental health awareness program to secure future funding through Beyond 

Blueand this was most certainly last week’s call to action. 

Visit The Ripple Effect website to find out how you can help and please share the 

information and help spread the good stuff. 

As Katrina explained farmers are the first to put their hand up to help others but the last 

to ask for help. And this scenario is reflected in the wider community where people suffer 

in silence and don’t talk about their struggles with mental illness. 

Katrina’s conversation gave us hope that we can all help spread the light and help others 

to realise that it doesn’t have to be this way. 

“It is so often viewed as ‘normal’ to be negative these days but it doesn’t have to be this 

way, we should all be flourishing,” she said. 

 

And this brings us back to the power of choosing good over bad; kind language over 

hurtful words and rewiring our brains for a better perspective. 
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Thank you Katrina for being the light in the dark tunnel of mental illness and for 

providing a platform for a positive conversation that needs to start now. No one is 

immune to mental illness and, as Katrina urged, it’s up to us to start the conversation 

today. 

We look forward to gathering again later in the year for our second instalment of 

#spreadingthegoodstuff and feel the associated pressure of filling the very large shoes of 

Katrina Myers. 

We do however, take comfort in the fact that the community is ripe for conversations of 

positiveness and we’ve barley scratched the surface of an incredible pool of brave and 

illuminating people who live among us with incredible stories to inspire and uplift. 

 


