
 

 

 

Riverina and Murray Landcare Weekly Update  
Thursday 11 August 2016 

What’s been happening 
Thursday 4 and Fri 5 Rice Growers Association Australia Annual Conference in Deniliquin 200 
pp enjoyed a bit of fun with net guns and social media lessons from the States! The theme of 
the conference was 'Looking forward, looking back' - a celebration of the industry's progression 
as well as a discussion about how lessons from the past can shape the future of agriculture. 
 
5 August The Graham Centre Beef Forum at the Charles Sturt University Convention Centre, 
Wagga Wagga.  A great line up of speakers addressing hot topics in the beef industry. 100pp  
attended. Alastair Smith, local researcher from the Fred Morley Centre talked Pestivirus, How to 
avoid poorly, poor growing cattle with good farm hygiene practices. Andrew Nixon from 
Crookwell gave a farmers view of focussing on managing feed first and James Morse from 
Molong made trading seem doable with some tips and tricks. Follow up on the 
www.grahamcentre.net or directly with Toni Nugent, Industry Partnerships & Communications 
Manager, Graham Centre T: (02) 6933 4402, M: 0418 974 775, 
 
Sat 6 Aug Young District Landcare hosted a Backyard Fruit Tree Care & Pruning Workshop 10-
1pm at Maimuru.  Each fruit tree care and pruning workshop will cover; soil management, 
planting preparation, pruning, grafting and fruit fly management. BYO gloves and secateurs.  
 
6-7 Aug Birdlife Australia Swift Parrot and Regent Honeyeater survey. See last year’s Report 
here http://www.birdlife.org.au/projects/woodland-birds-for-biodiversity  
 
Sunday 7th August Weddin Landcare hosted a Backyard Fruit tree Care and Pruning workshop 
at Grenfell  
 
Mon-Tue 8-9  August PinG and P2PAgri delivered Plan2Profit 2 day workshop focussing on 
farm data analysis for better informed decision making at Albury 
 
9 August GRDC More Profit from Crop Nutrition roadshow (Griffith) 1pm - 5.30pm followed by a 
BBQ Venue: Scott Vaessen’s property (in a paddock) – Back Hillston Rd, Tabbita, 2652 
Members of the GRDC More Profit from Crop initiative including, Nigel Wilhelm, Ehsan 
Tavakkoli, Chris Guppy, Rob Norton, Jim Laycock, Louisa Ferrier and Kate Burke will come 
together to present to growers about the research findings of the initiative and topical nutrition 
issues for the area. Topics include where are micronutrient responses probable, how soil testing 
can pay dividends, the ability to select varieties depending on their ability for root response to 
fertiliser, maximizing nitrogen use efficiency and canola nitrogen management. Please note the 
event is across two locations. Followed by a BBQ dinner. Supported by AgGrow Agronomy. 
Contact: Louisa Ferrier (Birchip Cropping Group) louisa@bcg.org.au 
03 5492 2787 www.bcg.org.au   https://grdc.com.au/Media-Centre/Events/2016/08/More-Profit-
from-Crop-Nutrition-roadshow-Rankin-Springs  
 
10 Aug GRDC More Profit from Crop Nutrition roadshow (Cootamundra) 
Researchers and extension staff from the GRDC-funded More Crop from Crop Nutrition  
will be coming to your door in for a nutrition workshop, presenting on the most recent  
nutrition research happening. 9-2pm at Peter McClintock’s property (in a paddock) – Berthong Rd,  
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Members of the GRDC More Profit from Crop initiative including, Nigel Wilhelm, Ehsan 
Tavakkoli, Chris Guppy, Rob Norton, Jim Laycock, Louisa Ferrier and Kate Burke will come 
together to present to growers about the research findings of the initiative and topical nutrition 
issues for the area. Topics include where are micronutrient responses probable, how soil testing 
can pay dividends, the ability to select varieties depending on their ability for root response to 
fertiliser, maximizing nitrogen use efficiency and canola nitrogen management. Please note the 
event is across two locations. Lunch included. Supported by Lott Rural Consulting. Contact 
name: Louisa Ferrier (Birchip Cropping Group) Contact: Louisa Ferrier (Birchip Cropping 
Group) louisa@bcg.org.au Phone: 03 5492 2787  www.bcg.org.au https://grdc.com.au/Media-
Centre/Events/2016/08/More-Profit-from-Crop-Nutrition-roadshow-Cootamundra  

 
Wed 10 Aug FRRR has teamed up with Our Community to host a free webinar for rural and 
regional community groups on Crowd-Funding - 1pm AEST, Wednesday, 10 August 
The last in a series of webinars on Alternative Ways to Fund Your Organisation. The aim of 
these webinars is to demystify some of the funding options beyond grants, and to give you the 
knowledge and tools on how to go about it. 
 
10-11  August PinG and P2PAgri delivered Plan2Profit 2 day workshop focussing on farm data 
analysis for better informed decision making at Wagga  

Upcoming Events 

10-11  August PinG and P2PAgri bring you a Plan2Profit 2 day workshop focussing on farm 
data analysis for better informed decision making at Wagga Analyse your Farm Business for 
improved business decision making. This 2-day course uses P2PAgri software to help farmers 
analyse their own farm data, and use scenario analysis (‘what if’ questions) to monitor and 
inform their business decision making. Participants cost --$1,800/business (GST excl) (NSW 
RAA will refund 50% of this fee) 
 
11 Aug Riverine Plains In-Season Update at Mulwala 9 til 1pm at Yarrawonga Mulwala Golf 
Club Resort including Researchers and extension staff from the GRDC-funded More Crop from 
Crop Nutrition presenting on the most recent nutrition research. contact Fiona Hart 
info@riverineplains.com.au  tel 03 5744 1713  www.riverineplains.com.au/events 
 
10-12 August LambEx will be held in Albury expecting over 800 delegates kicked off with some 
cracking local tours supported by Murray Local Land Services and Murray Landcare Groups 
showcasing local production and natural resource management. 
 
CANCELLED 12 Aug 9.30-12:30 AJM Livestock Solutions will be hosting a short NLIS database 
session at the Holbrook CTC.  
contact Alison – alison@ajmlivestocksolutions.com.au 
 
12 Aug Solar pumping for irrigators Teleconference: Tips, tricks and traps - Central West 
Landcare, Central West Local Land Services and the NSW Office of Environment and Heritage 
are holding a series of teleconferences to help irrigators understand steps to take when 
installing solar pumps.These events are interactive. You can call in to hear from a Narromine 
farmer about his experiences in converting to solar. Pump efficiency expert Jim Purcell will also 
present. All you need is a telephone. Hear practical advice Andrew Gill is a Narromine irrigator 
who has worked through the hurdles to successfully implement a 100kW solar diesel hybrid 
pump on  his property. He has hosted a field day that attracted over 110 people, has spoken on 
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ABC radio (the Country Hour and PM) and has drawn extensive media attention (see 
http://goo.gl/Z9YxID). 
On the call you will hear about: 
• pump efficiency 
• making the business case for solar 
• how to find a supplier you can trust. 
One hour phone-based conference, hosted by Bruce Reynolds, former ABC rural reporter. 
Phone in from home or anywhere in Australia! 
• Friday 12 August 
• Monday 15 August 
• Monday 22 August. 
8am phone in. Follow the prompts to join. Phone: 1800 238 182 (free from landlines, 
check charges with mobile phone provider) PIN: 19344 Half an hour to hear from Andrew and 
Jim. Half an hour for questions, via the phone, text or email. Numbers are limited. Registration 
essential and closes three days before each event. RSVP: Karin Stark (02 6841 6510 or 
karin.stark@lls.nsw.gov.au). 
 
12 August - Early Bird Registrations for National Landcare Conference close 
http://www.nationallandcareconference.org.au/  
 
13th August WWCC will host a Marrambidya Wetland Water Investigation event as part of the 
start to Science week. Learn how to conduct simple water tests and attempt to coax water bugs 
from the cool winter water for a close up look under the microscope. 2:00 PM to 3:00 PM.  

 
14th August Sunday Lake Cowal Foundation will host a Backyard Tree Care and Pruning 
Workshop at West Wyalong from 10-1pm covering soil management, planting preparation, 
pruning, grafting and fruit fly management. BYO gloves and secateurs. $10pp 
 
Sunday 14 Aug #AlburyEnvironmentalLands are hosting their 4th annual 'Community Planting and 
Environmental Education Day' starting 10am. The event will again be held at Six Mile Creek 
Thurgoona, via St John's Rd near Charles Sturt University. A FREE BBQ lunch is being provided to 
participants. As well as planting of native plants to improve wildlife habitat, this is a great opportunity 
to discover more about our local wildlife and how the Albury Environmental Lands are managed for 
wildlife conservation. To find out more and to register https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/albury-
environmental-lands-… 
 
 
Tuesday the 16th August  Riverina LLS in association with Tim Burnard from the National 
Malleefowl Recovery Team (NMRT) will be in West Wyalong on to conduct Malleefowl Mound 
Monitor Training using smart phones. The smart phones have a specially designed App only 
used by the NMRT for recording information gathered at each mound, data recorded ends up 
on the National Malleefowl Monitoring Database (NMMD). Mallee Fowl are on the National 
Threatened Species List 
 
Tuesday the 16th The Irrigation Research & Extension Committee (IREC) is holding its AGM 
The theme for this year’s event is “Irrigation farming-thinking outside the box’ Keynote speaker 
is Matt Barwick Senior Fisheries Manager of NSW DPI presenting on the benefits of releasing 
the Carp Herpes Virus (as well as the challenge of getting the clean-up right) and other non-flow 
measures to help achieve the 2750GL target of the MDB Plan. Also speaking is Jody Rudd from 
Murrumbidgee Irrigation who will update irrigators on MI’s modernisation plan and channel 
automation. Commencing at 1.00 pm, Murrumbidgee Irrigation Conference Room 
Research Station Road   Hanwood   NSW   2680, Please RSVP – Friday 12th August, 2016  
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Tues 16th Aug, AUGUST * Guest speaker Andrew Christy: seed raising success,  6:30pm, NEC 
Brave the winter weather to grab some top tips and skills to practice as soon as the soil warms 
and gardens are go again! Also time to renew your membership. Optional: stay on for our brief 
AGM (7 minutes is our record!).  
 
Wed 17 August. Riverina Highlands Landcare Network Farm Technology Winter Dinner Event: 
Farming Solutions in the Palm of Your 
Hand.  http://www.riverinahighlandslandcare.com.au/2016/farm-technology-winter-dinner/  
 
17 August GRDC Farm Business Update (Wagga Wagga) The GRDC Grains Research Update 
provides a unique forum for growers and advisers to learn from and network with leading 
industry professionals. https://grdc.com.au/Media-Centre/Events/2016/08/GRDC-Farm-
Business-Update-Wagga-Wagga  
 
17 Aug Murray Local Land Services’ Coordinated Fox Baiting Distribution Program will be 
at  Bullatale, Noorumboon and Pretty Pine today 
 
18 August GRDC Farm Business Update (Lockhart) The GRDC Farm Business Update 
provides a unique forum for growers and advisers to learn from and network with leading 
industry professionals. Click here to view full details: https://grdc.com.au/Media-
Centre/Events/2016/08/GRDC-Farm-Business-Update-Lockhart  
  
19 Aug Woolshed Thurgoona Landcare are working with  Thurgoona Public School and Trinity 
College to plant natives in their neighbourhood habitat corridors. 
 
19th August AIM Breakfast Team Yarrawonga Mulwala Gold Club Resort from 7am-8-30am. 
 
22-23 August Irrigation and Research Extension Committee & RivLLS ‘Alternative Options 
Horticultural Tour’ Griffith to Mildura via Shepparton. Cost: $100 Looking at growing and 
processing different nut crops and cold storage facilities. If this interest you and you would like 
to join us RSVP by 17th August, 2016 to IREC 02 6963 0936 or 
irec@irec.org.au     http://irec.org.au/events/17/alternative-options-horticultural-tour/  
 
 
Tues 23 Aug Holbrook Landcare Network are holding a Healthy Hooves Workshop at ‘Jindalee’ 
between Cookardinia and Henty. Information session on hoof health and lameness within 
sheep. The workshop will feature presentations from Professor Richard Whittington and Dr Om 
Dhungyel on the latest research into diagnosis and vaccination, and MLLS District Vets and 
Biosecurity Officers, Scott Ison, Mark Corrigan and Neil Whitsed.  
 
Wed 24 August AIA Wagga Young Professionals in Agriculture - Laughter, the best medicine 
Wed 24 at 6:30pm   The event focuses on dealing with mental health issues, for both ourselves 
and our clients. Venue: Riverine Club, cnr Sturt St and Tarcutta St, Wagga Wagga 
Cost: $10 for AIA, CCA, or APEN members, $15 Non-members. Any profits from the night will 
be donated to “Riverina Bluebell”, a mental health organisation, who is kindly sponsoring the 
event. If you have any questions or need help with the online registration please email 
admin@aginstitute.com.au or call 02 9431 8657. 
http://www.aginstitute.com.au/events_calendar.php/41/wagga-young-professionals-in-
agriculture-laughter-the-best-medicine  
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27-28 Aug Permaculture workshop series in Wagga by SHARE Permaculture.  
Four workshops: 
1. Introduction to Permaculture Design. Sat: 9:30am - 12:00  
2. Low water- use Gardening. Sat: 2:00pm - 5:00pm 
3. Soils and Composting. Sun: 9:30am - 12:00pm 
4. Growing Vegetables, Fruit and Companion Planting. Sun: 2:00pm - 5:00pm 
Early bird price (before 20th August): $30/workshop or $100 for all four. 
Light refreshment included. 
Contact: Karen Lenehan for more information and to book in. 
P: 0426 962 750 or E: sharepermaculture@outlook.com 
https://www.facebook.com/events/566868256842661/  
 
28 Aug-12 Sept Riverina Plains South America Ag Tour 
 
28 August Wagga Urban Landcare Group Wiradjuri Track Tour - Guided tour of parts of the 
Wiradjuri Walking Track in Wagga, with Wiradjuri community member Mark Saddler, 
highlighting Wiradjuri special cultural areas. Learn some Wiradjuri language, learn about scar 
trees, native wildlife, bush tucker, and other aspects of Wiradjuri culture. 10am-2pm $15 per 
person. http://wwul.org.au/node/3281  
 
1-5 Sept National Landcare Week 
 
Change of date Landcare Irrigation Area Collective tree planting day at Fivebough Wetlands in 
Leeton is now on September 20th  

Consultations, Conferences, Courses and 

Awards 
RMIT University have launched an online survey about feral cat control in Australia. The 
information provided in this survey will help generate a better understanding of feral cat 
management in Australia, including how to make improvements. It only takes a few minutes. 
You can find out more and complete the survey here: 
https://rmit.au1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6SArCuGiGitdi6h  
 
Pest Animal and Weed Management Survey, being conducted by the Australian Bureau of 
Agricultural and Resource Economics and Sciences (ABARES). Closes 10 October 2016. 
www.agriculture.gov.au/PAWsurvey  
 
Survey of Australian Farmers Regarding the Use of Big Data in Ag 
Big Data in Agriculture - what is it? What is the potential and what are the pitfalls?  Your chance 
to have your say.  Gina Wood, a PhD researcher at the School of Law in the University of New 
England, is running a survey “Big Data in Primary Production - What Do Farmers Know and Not 
Know, Do and Not Do, Concerning Farm Data in Australia?" to find out what farmers think about  
 
Big Data and related technologies - is it a powerful tool to help farmers or more empty promises 
and hyped-up words?  A means to improve productivity or a step towards dependency on 
suppliers?  A way to make better decisions on farm or a loss of control?  Ms Wood encourages 
all farmers to fill out her anonymous online 15-minute questionnaire whether you are familiar 
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with "Big Data" or know nothing about it.  Your answers are vital in helping to determine how 
Big Data and its associated technologies can be best put to use for the benefit of primary 
producers in Australia. 
http://uneprofessions.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6m9ENEZVD2evLQV  
 

Intrepid Landcare have partnered with Landcare Australia to launch a crowdfunding 
campaign which aims to fund scholarships to cover the costs of attending the 2016 National 
Landcare Conference for young up-and-coming people in Landcare who would not normally get 
the chance to attend something like this. If you would like to contribute to this worthy cause 
please visit their campaign page: https://chuffed.org/project/sponsor-a-future-landcarer  
 

Floodplain Ecology Course - Barmah - October 10 to 14 
Registrations now open! The Floodplain Ecology Course promotes awareness and greater 
understanding of these complex ecosystems in a drying climate, their ecological importance 
and values and the connection of floodplains with the health of their parent rivers. 
- See more at: http://www.gbcma.vic.gov.au/news_events/events-calendar/floodplain-ecology-
course-barmah-october-10-to-14#sthash.n4KCpFk0.dpuf 
 
Wetland Plant ID Course by Rakali Ecological Consulting at Cohuna-Koondrook in Oct/Dec/Mar 
http://rakali.com.au/education-and-training-2/wetland-plant-identification-courses-2015/  
 
Lowland Wetland Ecology Course by Rakali Ecological Consulting at South Gippsland 7-11 Nov 
2016 http://rakali.com.au/education-and-training-2/lowland-wetland-ecology-course-november-
2016/  
 

Registrations are now open for the 2016 National Landcare Conference and Awards, 
‘Collaborative Communities – Landcare in Action’  to be held in the Melbourne Convention 
and Exhibition Centre from 21-23 September 2016.  Murray Landcare will be represented 
by award nominees, Wirraminna Environmental Education centre and Edwina Hayes will be 
presenting on regional capacity in Landcare. Riverina will have Cherie White in the 
Landcare Coordinator of the Year Award  
http://www.nationallandcareconference.org.au/#about 
 
Australian Regional Development Conference 3rd Australian Regional Development 
Conference being held in Canberra from 5 – 6 September 2016. With the theme Planning, 
Participation and Progress this year’s conference highlights what is happening in regional 
Australia; where it is happening, who is being affected and how planning is informing new 
projects. The program will feature an extensive range of topics with keynote presenters, 
concurrent sessions, case studies, Q & A, panels, workshops and poster presentations. 
Registration is now open and early bird prices close 25th July. For more information click the 
button below. http://regionaldevelopment.org.au/ 
 
National Biological Farming Conference in Cairns 28-31 October 2016 
http://www.nationalbiologicalfarmingconference.org.au/program.html 
 

Nominations are now open for the 7th annual Australian Farmer of the Year Awards to be 
held in Canberra on the 10th of November 2016. Nominate yourself, a colleague, a friend or a 
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family member who has made a difference to the Australian agricultural sector over the past 12 
months by nominating them for Australian Farmer of the Year, Young Farmer of the Year or 
Rural Consultant of the Year for 2016.In addition, this year’s awards will highlight those who 
contribute to rural communities by focusing on contribution and service with Farming Legend of 
the Year and Rural Community Leader of the Year awards. Entries close Friday August 26, 
2016 http://www.farmingahead.com.au/FarmerOfYear 

         
Rural Women’s Award nominations now open 
The RIRDC Rural Women’s Award is Australia’s pre-eminent Award for rural women. The 
Award identifies and supports emerging women leaders who have the desire, commitment and 
leadership potential to make a greater contribution to primary industries and rural communities. 
 
The Award acknowledges women's leadership capacity in effecting change and influence 
through connecting and collaborating, and creates opportunities for women to drive innovation 
and build resilience. The Award also encourages primary industries and their communities to 
embrace diversity in leadership to successfully navigate future challenges. 
Nominations for the Rural Women's Award open on 1 August and close on end of October 
2016. 
http://www.rirdc.gov.au/rural-women's-award  
 

Grants, Funding, Scholarships and 

Opportunities 

 
Local Land Services 2016-17 Funding Program 
Grants for farmers, land managers and community groups are available for projects under the 
Riverina Local Land Services 2016-17 Funding Program which opened on Wednesday 27 July. 
 
Projects and activities may vary across different landscapes and farming systems in the 
Riverina region. Funding opportunities may include: 

1. Construction of stock management areas 
2. Fencing to protect remnant native vegetation 
3. Fencing and planting of native trees and shrubs 
4. Fencing to subdivide paddocks to land capabilities 
5. Soil testing and training to increase the adoption of sustainable land management 

practices 
6. Wetland and waterway restoration in the Mid-Murrumbidgee River area 
7. Innovation for irrigators grants 
8. Riverina rangelands paddock restoration 
9. Sandhill pine woodland restoration 
10. Assistance to attend conferences and workshops to increase knowledge in sustainable 

farming practices 
11. Funding for community groups to undertake projects in sustainable landscapes and/or 

natural resource management 
Applications must be made online by completing the “How can we help you” form on our 
website riverina.lls.nsw.gov.au. Factsheets on all projects will be available on our website. 
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For assistance and more information contact your nearest Riverina Local Land Services office. 
 
http://riverina.lls.nsw.gov.au/our-region/grants-and-funding  
 
For Community Grants enquiries contact Allie Hendy 6951 2751 or allie.hendy@lls.nsw.gov.au 
 
Funds are limited, so get your application in early. 
 
Applications close Friday 30 September 2016. http://riverina.lls.nsw.gov.au/our-
region/community-grants  
 
Yates Junior Landcare - DESIGN AND BE INSPIRED IN THE GARDEN 
Would you like the chance to design your dream educational garden and receive a grant to 
make it a reality? 
Yates and Junior Landcare have teamed up to encourage young people to get creative in the 
garden. Groups are invited to submit a design of their dream educational garden within their 
grounds or community, for the opportunity to win one of 12 grants valued at $2,000! 
https://landcareaustralia.org.au/be-inspired-garden/  
 
Applications for the 2016 Westpac Social Change Fellowships are now open and will close at 
midnight AEST 19 August 2016. Up to $50,000 to progress a project. Need help with your 
application? Join us for a webinar on Thursday 4 August 2016 at 3.30pm AEST. Register here.  
Apply Now FAQs Fellowship Guidelines  
 
The Community Landcare ‘Pop-up’ Grants Program coordinated by Murrumbidgee Landcare 
Inc. aims to support Landcare and community groups in the Riverina Local Land Services area 
to promote community-driven natural resource management.  Groups are invited to apply for a 
grant of up to $2,000 (GST exclusive) to undertake projects and activities that encourage the 
involvement of community groups in understanding, protecting and enhancing the natural 
environment.  A total of $25,000, on a competitive basis, is available each year for three years 
(2016/17, 2017/18 and 2018/19). Applications open: Monday 19 September 2016 Applications 
close: Sunday 30 October 2016. Guidelines  - Application form - further details will be posted on 
the Murrumbidgee Landcare website. 

ANZ Seeds of Renewal Program  
The program focuses specifically on supporting education and employment initiatives that 
support local economies in rural, regional and remote areas, with consideration given to 
projects that benefit communities with a population of fewer than 15,000 people. 
Through the Seeds of Renewal program, ANZ commits at least $250,000 which is distributed 
through grants of up to $15,000 to community organisations for projects focused on these 
areas. 
This year Lenovo is again supporting the program, with donations of laptops and tablets to 
eligible community projects. This means community groups can apply for a funding grant or for 
IT equipment. 

 Examples of projects that could receive a grant include: 
 Providing certified training courses at local community centres 
 Supporting programs that help people to prepare for employment or return to education 
 Supporting programs which help people to learn new skills and knowledge 
 Developing micro-business or social enterprises which help to create employment 

http://www.frrr.org.au/grants/ANZ-seeds-of-renewal  Closing: 5pm on Friday, 26 August 2016  
 

http://riverina.lls.nsw.gov.au/our-region/grants-and-funding
http://riverina.lls.nsw.gov.au/our-region/community-grants
http://riverina.lls.nsw.gov.au/our-region/community-grants
https://landcareaustralia.org.au/be-inspired-garden/
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7225647746218261251
https://westpac-scholars.smartygrants.com.au/SCF2016
http://bicentennial.westpacgroup.com.au/media/1471/wscf-frequently-asked-questions-2016.pdf
http://bicentennial.westpacgroup.com.au/media/1472/wscf-guidelines-2016-final.pdf
https://riverinalandcaredotorgdotau.files.wordpress.com/2016/07/pop-up-grants-program-guidelines.pdf
https://riverinalandcaredotorgdotau.files.wordpress.com/2016/07/pop-up-grants-program-application.docx
http://mli.org.au/
http://www.frrr.org.au/grants/ANZ-seeds-of-renewal


 

 

Fish Habitat Action Grants 
Angling clubs, individuals, community groups, local councils and organisations interested in 
rehabilitating fish habitats in freshwater and saltwater areas throughout NSW can apply for 
grants. 
Habitat rehabilitation projects which may be funded include: 

 removal or modification of barriers to fish passage 
 rehabilitation of riparian lands (river banks, wetlands, mangrove forests, saltmarsh) 
 re-snagging waterways with timber structure 
 removal of exotic vegetation from waterways 
 bank stabilisation works 
 reinstatement of natural flow regimes 

Applications are now open. For further information please contact the Habitat Action Grants 
Administrator on fish.habitat@dpi.nsw.gov.au or ring (02) 6626 1396 or (02) 4916 3817 
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing/habitat/rehabilitating/ahr-grants-program  
 

Community Resilience Innovation Program - Applications open 1 August 2016 and close 26 
September 2016, For projects commencing from January 2017  
The Community Resilience Innovation Program (CRIP) is a scheme under the Natural Disaster 
Resilience Program, funded by the New South Wales and Commonwealth Governments 
through the National Partnership Agreement on Natural Disaster Resilience. 
The CRIP supports a broad range of community-led projects designed to increase all-hazard 
disaster preparedness and build community capacity and resilience. CRIP projects are based 
on collaboration and partnership between local community organisations and emergency 
services agencies. 
CRIP aims to: 

 Encourage local communities to engage in creative, community focussed activities that 
will enhance disaster resilience 

 Develop effective partnerships and build networks between local community 
organisations, councils, businesses and emergency services agencies 

 Foster ways to effectively engage the local community in emergency management and 
resilience building 

 Share knowledge and lessons learnt about new approaches and models through project 
evaluation 

 Support initiatives that can be integrated into current business and maintained in the 
longer term. 

https://www.emergency.nsw.gov.au/emsector/funding-programs/community-resilience-
innovation-program/  
 

 
 
Aussie Cotton Farmers Grow Communities is now open for nominations 
Aussie Cotton Farmers Grow Communities is a grant program initiated by the Monsanto Fund in 
partnership with the Foundation for Rural & Regional Renewal (FRRR). It aims to help support 
local communities in cotton growing regions. 
 
The program allows farmers to nominate a community group or not-for-profit organisation to 
receive one of thirty $5,000 grants. This is a great opportunity for groups or initiatives that are 
important to the community to get a funding boost. 
 
Go to Nominate Online to complete a nomination form. http://aussiecottonfarmers.com.au/ 

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing/habitat/rehabilitating/ahr-grants-program
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Nominations close 31 August 2016. 
 
NSW Stronger Communities Grants Fund New councils are to consult with their community 
to allocate and deliver the Stronger Communities Fund through two programs: 

1. Community grant program, allocating up to $1 million in grants of up to $50,000 to 
incorporated not-for-profit community groups, for projects that build more vibrant, 
sustainable and inclusive local communities. 

2. Major projects program, allocating all remaining funding to larger scale priority 
infrastructure and services projects that deliver long term economic and social benefits 
to communities. 

Following consultation with the community, councils are able to increase the funding delivered 
through the community grants program by allocating funds from the major projects program. 
This can enable additional rounds of the community grants program to be run in subsequent 
years. 
Councils will be required to ensure that the community and local stakeholders are adequately 
consulted and provided with the opportunity to put forward ideas for funding. 
Community Grants Program criteria: 
Councils are to provide grants to incorporated not-for-profit community groups for projects 
identified and assessed using an open call for applications. 
To be successful for funding, community projects must meet the following criteria: 

 deliver social, cultural, economic or environmental benefits to local communities 
 address an identified community priority 
 be well defined with a clear budget 
 demonstrate that any ongoing or recurrent costs of the project can be met by the 

community group once grant funding has been expensed 
 the organisation must demonstrate the capacity to manage funds and deliver the project. 

Major Projects Program criteria 
Councils are to fund projects that deliver new or improved infrastructure or services to the 
community. 
Projects that are prioritised for funding must meet the following criteria: 

 have been through a community consultation process 
 demonstrate social and/or economic benefits to the community 
 consider issues of sustainability and equity across the broader community 
 demonstrate project feasibility and value for money, including full lifecycle costs; 
 did not have funds allocated by the former councils 
 give consideration to the processes and procedures outlined in the capital expenditure 

review guidelines issued by the Office of Local Government. 
 

Looking for a grant? The free government Grant Finder helps find grants and assistance 

programmes that are relevant to your own business. http://www.business.gov.au/grants-

and-assistance/grant-finder 

 
Norman Wettenhall Small Environmental Grant Scheme, grant round opened 28 June. The 
objective is to support biodiversity conservation projects particularly around monitoring and 
recording data, community education, community capacity building (training) and research and 
science. For more info: http://nwf.org.au/grants/small- environmental-grants/ 
 
ABC Heywire is looking for young regional Australians, aged between 16 and 22, to tell their 
story about living in regional Australia. It can be in the form of writing, video, audio or 
photography. Winning Heywire is an unparalleled chance to see their story broadcast across 
the ABC. All winners from around Australia are also given the chance to take part in the 

http://agribusinessgippsland.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=19387c2c4bf7c56e342e006d4&id=c66bfb6b2c&e=e3874cb2ef
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http://www.business.gov.au/grants-and-assistance/grant-finder
http://nwf.org.au/grants


 

 

Heywire Regional Youth Summit in Canberra. Involvement in Heywire is an avenue to youth 
leadership, environmental advocacy, involvement in the Triple J 25 Under 25 list, working for 
ABC TV or raising awareness for mental health services.  http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-07-
19/heywire-competition-2016-entries-open/7638948#.V41jeAhsoho.twitter  

NSW Grandparents Day Grants, School and Community Gardens and Tree Planting 
Days  Applications for 2016 NSW Grandparents Day event grants are now open.This year 
NSW Grandparents Day will be celebrated on Sunday 30 October. 
Grant applications close on 12 August 2016.  
NSW Grandparents Day celebrates the contributions grandparents and older people make to 
their families and communities. It recognises the diversity of grandparent relationships across 
age groups, cultural backgrounds, and geographical locations.Apply now applications close 12 
August 
Two funding categories will be offered to distribute $100,000 across the state. 

 Category 1 Up to $1,000 for small-scale local community events or activities targeted 
and community organisations and schools. 

 Category 2 $1001 – $5,000 for large-scale regional events that are targeted at specific 
communities or targeted at local government and larger community organisations. 

Category 2 grants must be matched by at least 50% of your organisation's own resources. This 
matched amount can include sponsorship, cash, or in-kind contributions such as venue hire, 
catering and administration costs, and money spent by your own organisation. 
All grant applications must be submitted online through the SmartyGrants portal. 
For more information, including the program objectives, selection criteria and terms and 
conditions, please read the Grant Guidelines.  
Contact: grandparentsday@facs.nsw.gov.au    Phone: 02 8753 9418 
 
Nominations for the 2016 NSW/ACT Regional Achievement & Community Awards 
nominations close 19 August.  The awards are designed to encourage, acknowledge and 
reward the valuable contributions individuals, communities and businesses are making 
throughout regional and rural NSW & the ACT. Winners of each category will receive either 
$2,500 courtesy of Commonwealth Bank or an airtime package courtesy of PRIME7. To find out 
more about the awards please Click Here 
 
The Royal Agricultural Society Foundation Rural Scholarships offer $5,000 for full-time 
study and $2,500 for part-time study to assist students who are passionate about living and 
working in rural and regional areas, and are motivated to help build strong and vibrant 
communities. Interested applicants are encouraged to visit 
www.rasnsw.com.au/scholarships  to find out more about the RAS Foundation Rural 
Scholarships and to complete the online application form. Applications close 30 September, 
2016 and the scholarship recipients will be announced in February 
2017.  http://www.rasnsw.com.au/foundation/scholarships-and-grants/ras-rural-scholarships/  
Royal Agricultural Society of NSW (RAS) Foundation has opened the door for passionate 
tertiary students who are pursuing a career in the dairy produce industry by offering the 2017 
Sydney Royal Dairy Produce Scholarship. Partnering with the Sydney Royal Dairy Produce 
Committee, the Foundation will provide a grant of $5,000 for full-time study or $2,500 for part-
time study, with the successful recipient also having the opportunity to steward at the 2017 
Sydney Royal Cheese & Dairy Produce Show in February. 
 
Royal Agricultural Society of NSW Rural Achiever Award 
Rural Achiever Award Applications for the 2017 Award open 1 August - 30 September 2016 

http://www.abc.net.au/heywire/stories/2015/07/4266040.htm#.V41LkKK1eJR
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The RAS Rural Achiever Award helps nurture and develop leadership skills amongst young 
people aged 20 to 29 years. 
Eight lucky finalists will share in a prize-pool of $17,000 and undergo an exclusive week-long 
program at the 2017 Sydney Royal Easter Show. http://www.rasnsw.com.au/sydney-royal-
competitions/competitions/rural-achiever/  
 
Community Litter Grants Program Keep NSW Beautiful (KNSWB) and the NSW Environment 
Protection Authority (EPA) are pleased to announce a third round of funding to help 
communities fight litter in their neighbourhoods through the Community Litter Grants Program. 
Grants of up to $5,000 are made available for community groups who are keen to tackle litter in 
their area and have the local knowledge to make a difference. This is the first year a perpetual 
application period is being introduced. http://knswb.org.au/grants-available-to-help-banish-litter-
from-communities/ Applications close March 1st 2017. 
 

The Indigenous Advancement Strategy (IAS) is the way in which the Australian Government 
funds and delivers a range of programmes targeting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples.The Australian Government has set three clear priorities to make sure efforts are 
effectively targeted: 

 The positive impact that education has on the future success of individuals, families and 
communities is clear. Children who go to school have better life outcomes. 

 Employment, economic development and social participation improves the lives of 
families and communities. The right conditions and incentives need to be in place for 
Indigenous Australians to participate in the economy and broader society. 

 Growing up in a healthy and safe home and community is essential for families to thrive 
and reach their full potential. In particular, the violence that too many women and 
children face must be addressed. 

In the 2015-16 Budget, the Australian Government allocated $4.9 billion to the IAS, over four 
years to 2018-19, for grant funding processes and administered procurement activities that 
address the objectives of the IAS 
http://www.dpmc.gov.au/indigenous-affairs/grants-and-funding/funding-under-ias 
 
Agricultural Trade and Market Access Cooperation programme 
Applications welcome, for funding under the (ATMAC) programme, Funding priorities for 2015-
16 are for projects that help realise market access opportunities created for Australian exporters 
under recently ratified free trade agreements, and contribute to the negotiation of protocols for 
new and improved market access eg. R&D, training, practical demonstration activities, those 
that support delegation visits, missions or technical exchanges, attending relevant conferences 
or workshops and working groups. 
Phone: 1800 868 175 http://www.agriculture.gov.au/market-access-trade/atmac  
 
Farm Innovation Fund A package to assist primary producers identify and address risks to 
their farming enterprise, improve permanent farm infrastructure and ensure long-term 
productivity and sustainable land use, aiding in meeting changes to seasonal conditions. 
Applicants should contact the Authority prior to lodging an application. For more info: 
http://www.raa.nsw.gov.au/assistance/farm-innovation-fund 
Farm Business Skills Professional Development Program As part of the NSW 
Government's $300 million Drought Strategy, a $45 million Farm Business Skills Professional 
Development Program has been developed to support farm business in all conditions, but 
particularly in relation to preparing for and responding to drought. For more info: 
http://www.raa.nsw.gov.au/assistance/professional-development-program 
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The Australian Farm Institute  John Ralph Essay Competition is open for 2016. Entries close 
5pm on Monday, 5 September 2016.  
Topic: Farm environmental stewardship programs are just subsidies in disguise and should not 
be adopted in Australia.  
Prizes – OPEN - $5000 cash prize      NOVICE $1000 cash prize          PLUS 

 Winning entries will be published in the Summer 2017 Edition of the Farm Policy Journal 
 One year’s membership of the Australian Farm Institute 
 Complimentary attendance at the Australian Agriculture Roundtable Conference in 

November  
For all the entry details, including rules of entry and judging criteria or past copies of the Farm 
Policy Journal, see www.farminstitute.org.au Professor or Lecturers are eligible for one year's 
free subscription to the Farm Policy Journal, upon encouraging students to participate. In the 
event that the essay topic is used for coursework, we encourage lecturers to only submit the top 
3–4 entries from the class.  To participate in this offer, please register with Nicole Day, 
Research Officer – dayn@farminstitute.org.au  to indicate your interest.  Here's your opportunity 
to support or oppose this statement and enter the John Ralph Essay Competition. The 
Australian Farm Institute established the John Ralph Essay Competition to stimulate discussion 
and debate on topics relevant to the agriculture sector, and to encourage students and the 
wider community to engage in issues strategically important to the future of the sector. Entrants 
are asked to clearly explain whether they support or oppose the above statement. The essays 
should include a broad analysis of the potential or actual impact of environmental stewardship 
programs, from both an environmental and a farm productivity perspective. Essays should 
include analysis of overseas examples in support of arguments, and can be between 1,500 and 
4,500 words in length.  
There are two categories – OPEN  or NOVICE (25 years of age or under) 
 

 

Event (Persons) of Interest  

National Science Week starts Saturday. This is Australia’s annual celebration of 
science and technology where 1000’s of individuals – from students, to scientists to 
chefs and musicians – get involved. More than 1000 science events across the nation 
are planned. Covering the Wagga and Albury regions there are around 30 events 
including music, Wiradjuri culture, technology, film and looking for water bugs in the 
Marrambidya wetlands on Saturday @Aus_ScienceWeek or 
http://www.scienceweek.net.au 
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