
 

 

 

Riverina and Murray Landcare Weekly Update  
Thursday 18 August 2016 

What’s been happening 
11 Aug 70pp attended Riverine Plains’ In-Season Update at Mulwala. Dale Grey was very well 
received with his Spring seasonal outlook update.  In the afternoon, Riv Plains partnered with 
the Grains Research & Development Corporation (GRDC) and Birchip Cropping Group to 
deliver a series of presentations centred around Making More Profit from Crop Nutrition.  
The update aimed to present the latest technical information for grain growers to help prepare 
for the critical spring growth period. 
Waterlogging is currently affecting many crops and is creating challenges in the context of 
nutrition and pest management.  The program was designed to cover topics of interest to grain 
growers while also addressing the wet conditions and the specific challenges facing farmers as 
a result. 
Canola can be a difficult crop to grow, particularly under wet conditions, and Clint Rogers from 
Pioneer spoke about hybrid canola phenology and it’s relationship to time of sowing, disease 
and yield. 
Kurt Lindbeck from NSW DPI addressed canola disease, particularly the pathology of sclerotinia 
and backleg of canola. 
Russian Wheat Aphid has recently been detected in Victoria and has the potential to cause 
significant yield loss in our winter crops. Dr Garry McDonald from CESAR discussed the 
implications of this discovery and covered identification and the latest management strategies 
for the control of Russian Wheat Aphid, along with other pests. 
For a number of years, Riverine Plains Inc has also been involved in investigating the place of 
Precision Agriculture in local farming systems and Tocumwal farmer Nathan Pate, provided his 
practical perspective. Nathan discussed yield analysis, permanent tracks, pH mapping and lime 
application, as well as the potential cost savings. 
Dr Cassandra Schefe, Darcy Warren (Agriculture Victoria) and Michael Straight (FAR Australia), 
provided an update of Riverine Plains Inc research into the effects of different stubble 
management techniques and the latest frost data from this project. Michael also discussed 
results from the nitrous oxide project, which is researching ways to reduce nitrous oxide 
emissions from crop production systems. 
Dale Grey from Agriculture Victoria provided the outlook for spring and updated yield potential 
figures. In the afternoon, we partnered with the Grains Research & Development Corporation 
(GRDC) and Birchip Cropping Group to deliver a series of presentations centred around Making 
More Profit from Crop Nutrition. 
This provided an excellent opportunity for growers to hear renowned speakers including: 
·         Chris Guppy (University of New England) Looking to the future – the ability to select for root 
response to fertiliser.  Chris discussed Having a P strategy – phosphorus management and 
understanding soil critical nutrient levels. 
·         Nigel Wilhelm (SARDI) Chasing a micronutrient response – where are micronutrient 
responses probable, and are they worth chasing? 
·         Kate Burke (Think Agri) More profit from your nitrogen – nitrogen management with the 
season at present. 
10-12 August LambEx attracted 1050 delegates with strong Industry participation and fabulous 
feedback from farmers, the lamb service industry and commercial interests alike. Local 
Tours  were a smash hit and set up powerful conversations and themes for the conference. 
Congrats to Holbrook Landcare Network Carbon Farming and Your Business Project and 
Murray Local Land Services showcasing local production and natural resource management.  



 

 

 
Solar Pumping systems for Irrigators Teleconferences on 12 and 15 Aug have had 15-16pp per 
teleconference.  Conversations have had a good balance with lots of interesting questions 
between the experts and the farmer who's done it.  Andrew Gill has been explaining his 
business’ pump efficiency and automation time savings paying back within 4 years added to the 
clear financial benefits eg. Small Scale Technology Certificate Rebate paying for most of 
Andrew’s 100kw panels in his $300, 000 system. Contemporary battery investment issues has 
been hotly discussed. Feedback to date is participants are likely to change something in their 
system. Final phone in in this series is Monday morning 22 Aug 
 
13 Aug Wagga Council celebrated Science Week with a family science day at the Marrambidya 
Wetlands  
 
Sunday 14th August Lake Cowal Foundation hosted a Backyard Tree Care and Pruning 
Workshop at West Wyalong from 10-1pm covering soil management, planting preparation, 
pruning, grafting and fruit fly management. BYO gloves and secateurs. $10pp 
 
A terrific turnout on Sunday for the #AlburyEnvironmentalLands 4th annual 'Community Planting 
and Environmental Education Day'  carparking was at a premium at Six Mile Creek Thurgoona, as 
the community turned out to plant native to improve wildlife habitat and discover more about our 
local wildlife and how the Albury Environmental Lands are managed for wildlife conservation.  
Tues 16th Aug, SeedSavers Albury Wodonga hosted guest speaker, Andrew Christy discussing 
seed raising success at their monthly gathering.  6:30pm, NEC Brave the winter weather to grab 
some top tips and skills to practice as soon as the soil warms and gardens are go again! Also 
time to renew your membership. Optional: stay on for our brief AGM (7 minutes is our record!).  
 
15-16 Aug - on Monday Mason Crane picked up 100 squirrel glider and sugar glider nest boxes 
to be installed on 27 properties in the Bethungra/Illabo/Junee, Kyeamba and Humula areas, as 
part of MLi’s Cross-property planning project. They have already started going up. The nest 
boxes were constructed by Henty Men’s Shed who are happy to take nest box commissions for 
other community groups, and can build boxes specially designed for a number of bird and 
mammal species.  
 
16 August IREC AGM at Hanwood. The AGM’s keynote speaker is Matt Barwick, Senior 
Fisheries Manager of New South Wales Department of Primary Industries (NSW DPI). “Matt will 
be discussing ‘fish for the future – a once in a generation opportunity’, the benefits of releasing 
the Carp Herpes Virus as well as the challenge of getting the clean-up right. Matt will also be 
talking about other non-flow measures,” All members and non-members are invited to attend 
the 2016 IREC AGM.  
For more information visit www.irec.org.au or phone (02) 6963 0936. 
 
Tues 16 Aug Riverine Plains hosted ‘Making Big Data pay’ Precision Agriculture Workshop 
facilitated Andrew Whitlock.  12-4pm at the Yarrawonga-Mulwala Golf Club Resort. Discuss 
Utilising yield data and NDVI Maps, variable rate application update, waterlogging and nitrogen 
management.  RSVP by 12 Aug to Fiona Hart 03 57441713 info@riverineplains.com.au    
 
Tuesday the 16th August Riverina LLS in association with the National Malleefowl Recovery 
Team (NMRT) in West Wyalong conducted Malleefowl Mound Monitor Training using smart 
phones. The smart phones have a specially designed App only used by the NMRT for recording 
information gathered at each mound, data recorded ends up on the National Malleefowl 
Monitoring Database (NMMD). Mallee Fowl are on the National Threatened Species List. 14 
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people attended and people who would like to get involved can contact David Kellett | Senior 
Land Services Officer (Program Development) 
Riverina Local Land Services  
1300 795 299 | Direct 02 6970 1201 |Mobile: 0428 693 990   
Email: david.kellett@lls.nsw.gov.au 
Web: www.riverina.lls.nsw.gov.au 
 
Wed 17 August. Riverina Highlands Landcare Network Farm Technology Winter Dinner Event: 
Farming Solutions in the Palm of Your Hand.  with Jock Graham 
http://www.riverinahighlandslandcare.com.au/2016/farm-technology-winter-dinner/  
 
17 August GRDC Farm Business Update (Wagga Wagga Joyes Hall CSU) The day starts with 
a scan of the local farm business environment, before delegates choose which of the new 
digging deeper session topics they wish to attend. 
·         Sorting the mix: Tweaking your enterprise selection for more profit and less risk 
·         Time to Roll: When should you upgrade your machinery? 
·         The sharpest tool in the shed: Managing your farm business data smarter 
·         Tipping the scales: As land values climb, does owning land stack up over leasing or 
share farming? 
Keynote speaker Neville Brady - A steady hand on the wheel, a steady mind on the job - 
Improving your mental health to make better farm business decisions. 
Phil O’Callaghan from ORM will wrap the day up with a final summary. 
https://grdc.com.au/Media-Centre/Events/2016/08/GRDC-Farm-Business-Update-Wagga-
Wagga 
 

17 August Sheep Connect NSW held a Lamb Survival Workshop WIRRINYA at Wirrinya Shed, 
presented by Dr Gordon Refshauge (NSW DPI) and Megan Rogers focussing on Breeding and 
selection, Reproduction, Health and welfare, Feeding and nutrition, Skills Training. 
A hands on workshop where participants learnt ways to 
- optimise ewe reproductive performance 
- improve their lamb marking rates 
- learn to feed budget to improve ewe performance 
- find out how management can improve lamb marking % 
 
17 Aug Murray Local Land Services’ Coordinated Fox Baiting Distribution Program will be 
at  Bullatale, Noorumboon and Pretty Pine today 

Upcoming Events 
Today 18 August Lockhart Ag Bureau bring you a GRDC Farm Business Update at the 
Osborne Rec Reserve, Lockhart. Mick Keogh talking impact of Brexit, David Brown, Holmes 
and Sackett debates machinery hire or buy, David Bone discusses social licence from big data 
and Neville Brady looks at farmer mental health and business decision making 
https://grdc.com.au/Media-Centre/Events/2016/08/GRDC-Farm-Business-Update-Lockhart 
 
Thursday the 18th  Wagga Wagga City Council Matt McGrath &  Chris Holman (Vegetation 
Management Officers) promoting the DPI NSW Weedwise app at the Market Place Wagga 
Wagga from 3:30pm to 5pm. Set up near Big W. They will also have some microscopes set up 
with weedy things to look at and are free to answer any questions about weed science etc. 
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It will be set up in a display next to John Harper from the CSU who will be displaying his 
Supermarket Botany. John Harper teaches Botany and Microbiology. John and I have decided 
to do a joint display and for the Science week event we’ve called it “The Good , The Bad and 
the Ugly”. The good is john’s Supermarket Botany and The Bad and Ugly is us with our weeds. 
 
Friday 19 Aug Woolshed Thurgoona Landcare are working with Thurgoona Public School and 
Trinity College to plant natives in their neighbourhood habitat corridors. 
 
19th August AIM Breakfast Team Yarrawonga Mulwala Gold Club Resort from 7am-8-30am. 
 
Saturday 20th                                      
MICROvision Wagga Wagga City Library, Wagga Wagga, Get up close and personal with the 
invisible world, invisible to the naked eye that is! Join microscopist, John Harper from Charles 
Sturt University and students from the Faculty of Science to discover everyday things that you 
won’t see everyday – without a microscope.  If it’s wet this Saturday it is a great event for the 
kids. 
 
Mon 22 Aug 8am Solar Pumping for Irrigators Teleconference Tips, tricks and traps - Central 
West Landcare, Central West Local Land Services and the NSW Office of Environment and 
Heritage are holding a series of teleconferences to help irrigators understand steps to take 
when installing solar pumps.These events are interactive. You can call in to hear from a 
Narromine farmer about his experiences in converting to solar. Pump efficiency expert Jim 
Purcell will also present. All you need is a telephone. Hear practical advice Andrew Gill is a 
Narromine irrigator who has worked through the hurdles to successfully implement a 100kW 
solar diesel hybrid pump on  his property. He has hosted a field day that attracted over 110 
people, has spoken on ABC radio (the Country Hour and PM) and has drawn extensive media 
attention (see http://goo.gl/Z9YxID). 
On the call you will hear about: 
• pump efficiency 
• making the business case for solar 
• how to find a supplier you can trust. 
One hour phone-based conference, hosted by Bruce Reynolds, former ABC rural reporter. 
Phone in from home or anywhere in Australia! 
• Monday 22 August. 8am phone in. Follow the prompts to join. Phone: 1800 238 182 (free from 
landlines, check charges with mobile phone provider) PIN: 19344 Half an hour to hear from 
Andrew and Jim. Half an hour for questions, via the phone, text or email. Numbers are limited. 
Registration essential and closes three days before each event. RSVP: Karin Stark (02 6841 
6510 or karin.stark@lls.nsw.gov.au). 
 

22-23 August IREC & RLLS ‘Alternative Options Horticultural Tour’ Griffith to Mildura via 
Shepparton. Cost: $100 Looking at growing and processing different nut crops and cold storage 
facilities. If this interest you and you would like to join us RSVP by 17th August, 2016 to IREC 
02 6963 0936 or irec@irec.org.au     http://irec.org.au/events/17/alternative-options-
horticultural-tour/  
 
Mon 22- Tues 23 Woolshed Thurgoona Landcare are teaming up with the Holbrook Landcare 
Green Army team to conduct Nest Box Surveys and maintenance in the Thurgoona, Alubruy 
Environmental Lands  
 

https://www.scienceweek.net.au/microvision-3/?search-location-code=&search-location-lat=&search-location-lng=&search-location-name=&search-location-type=T&search-location=2650&search-date-start=Today&search-date-end=All+dates&text=&audience=All+ages&search-topic=&search-events-count=9&search-online-count=26
http://goo.gl/Z9YxID
mailto:karin.stark@lls.nsw.gov.au
mailto:irec@irec.org.au
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http://irec.org.au/events/17/alternative-options-horticultural-tour/


 

 

Tues 23 Woolshed Thurgoona Landcare volunteers are attending Governance Effective 
Trainging for Not-for-Profit Sector Boards 
 
Tues 23 Aug Holbrook Landcare Network are holding a Healthy Hooves Workshop at ‘Jindalee’ 
between Cookardinia and Henty. Information session on hoof health and lameness within 
sheep. The workshop will feature presentations from Professor Richard Whittington and Dr Om 
Dhungyel on the latest research into diagnosis and vaccination, and MLLS District Vets and 
Biosecurity Officers, Scott Ison, Mark Corrigan and Neil Whitsed.  
 
23 August 9 -11am  Riverina Local Land Services invite you to "Understand your sub-clover 
and soil testing" workshop 
Where: Andrew Parkman's shed "Chanticleer"  Young 
from Young:    18  km on the Boorowa Road towards Murringo turn right onto Parkman Road 
from Moppity road:  turn onto Douglas Gap Road becomes Galong Road intersection with 
Boorowa Road turn left next left is Parkman Road  Morning tea provided 
Presenters: 
•    Janelle Jenkins, Mixed Farming Officer, Riverina Local Land Services - local results from the 
Trouble with Sub project. and the 'know your numbers' soil testing project  
•    Louise Hufton, Riverina Local Land Services – funding opportunities in the Riverina 
•    Rahul Shankar, District Veterinary, Riverina Local Land Services - animal health issues, 
managing lice and possible formation of lice groups 
•    This is a hands on workshop to assist you understand clover nodulation and other related 
issues to pasture growth in your own paddocks.   
 
Please bring clover samples ie dig up a shovel of clover plants from paddock, bring the relevant 
soil test for that paddock (bring several if you want), a chair and warm jacket. 
Janelle will show you how to identify, and how effective your nodulation is, and relate the results 
of the sample to paddock it represents.  
“Know your Numbers” Soil testing and monitoring project:  
This project will highlight the benefits of understanding soil processes and soil tests to allow 
informed decision to be made on how to best spend fertilizer and soil additive dollars.  The 
possible fertilizer and soil additive options for individual paddocks will be explored. Graziers will 
be able to access up to six soil tests at subsidised rates ($30/test being 50% of the soil test 
costs) For catering purposes RSVP  Louise Hufton louise.hufton@lls.nsw.gov.au or 0428 
863954 
 

Wed 24 August AIA Wagga Young Professionals in Agriculture - Laughter, the best medicine 
at 6:30pm   The event focuses on dealing with mental health issues, for both ourselves and our 
clients. Venue: Riverine Club, cnr Sturt St and Tarcutta St, Wagga Wagga 
Cost: $10 for AIA, CCA, or APEN members, $15 Non-members. Any profits from the night will 
be donated to “Riverina Bluebell”, a mental health organisation, who is kindly sponsoring the 
event. If you have any questions or need help with the online registration please email 
admin@aginstitute.com.au or call 02 9431 8657. 
http://www.aginstitute.com.au/events_calendar.php/41/wagga-young-professionals-in-
agriculture-laughter-the-best-medicine  
 
Wed 24 Wirraminna Environmental Education Centre, West Hume Landcare and 
Burrumbuttock Public School are holding a Community Tree Planting event in Burrumbuttock 
contact Stacee 0423074578 or Kathie 0408443261 
 

http://www.aginstitute.com.au/events_calendar.php/41/wagga-young-professionals-in-agriculture-laughter-the-best-medicine
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24 Aug The Bhutanese Association in Albury, Albury Wodonga Cultural Exchange (Volunteer 
Resource Bureau) and Parklands Albury Wodonga present their fourth Open Ideas Talk Series 
event– “Creating a social enterprise community hub” Helen Masterman-Smith and John Rafferty 
of the Murray Darling Regional Centre for Excellence in Sustainability Education will share their 
knowledge of social enterprise hubs from 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm at the Albury Library Museum 
RSVP: awce@vrb.org.au or 0429 117 949  
Further Information: info@parklands-alburywodonga.org.au 
A four part series to progress conversations about building a resilient local food economy, and 
to put Albury Wodonga on the map as providing the best settlement services for migrants and 
refugees in Australia.  
The OPEN IDEAS series is an initiative of the OUR CHALLENGE: 
The abundant first harvest at the Bhutanese Community Farm in 2016 demonstrated that the 
Bhutanese refugee community are skilled at growing organic vegetables. However, the volume 
of produce was far greater than what could be sold at the Rotary Market, donated to refugee 
families and cooked up by the “Our Plate To Yours” Albury Wodonga Regional Foodshare. 
Where: Albury Library Museum, 540 Kiewa St, Albury 
This event is being organised by Parklands Albury Wodonga Ltd and  Bhutanese Community 
Farm  

 
27-28 Aug Permaculture workshop series in Wagga by SHARE Permaculture.  
Four workshops: 
1. Introduction to Permaculture Design. Sat: 9:30am - 12:00  
2. Low water- use Gardening. Sat: 2:00pm - 5:00pm 
3. Soils and Composting. Sun: 9:30am - 12:00pm 
4. Growing Vegetables, Fruit and Companion Planting. Sun: 2:00pm - 5:00pm 
Early bird price (before 20th August): $30/workshop or $100 for all four. 
Light refreshment included. 
Contact: Karen Lenehan for more information and to book in. 
P: 0426 962 750 or E: sharepermaculture@outlook.com 
https://www.facebook.com/events/566868256842661/  
 
28 Aug-12 Sept Riverina Plains South America Ag Tour 
 
28 August Wagga Urban Landcare Group Wiradjuri Track Tour - Guided tour of parts of the 
Wiradjuri Walking Track in Wagga, with Wiradjuri community member Mark Saddler, 
highlighting Wiradjuri special cultural areas. Learn some Wiradjuri language, learn about scar 
trees, native wildlife, bush tucker, and other aspects of Wiradjuri culture. 10am-2pm $15 per 
person. http://wwul.org.au/node/3281  
 
30 Aug Central Murray Ag Cropping Group Farm Walk at Mathoura-Bunnaloo Crop walk looking 
at several winter crops and discussing current and upcoming management issues 
 
30 Aug Murray Local Land Services and Snowy Valleys Council bring the Tooma Community a 
Wheel Cactus Information Day. 10am-2pm at Tooma Hall RSVP or more info: 0428 217 271 
Steve.thompson@lls.nsw.gov.au www.murray.lls.nsw.gov.au Plan a Wheel Cactus eradication 
strategy, Discuss community action group, Map the extent of the problem,  Learn the most 
efficient way to control Wheel Cactus, Access injection equipment 
And Practice using equipment on a wheel cactus plant 
 

http://ecoportal.us5.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=3e7f9815354db261a3c67bb0e&id=5ab4317888&e=2df77deab8
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Consultations, Conferences, Courses and Awards 
Nominations for the Harden Murrumburrah Landcare Group Landcare Award now open 
Awards are open to a range of individuals and organisation involved in landcare activities, 
with no categories or strict rules, guidelines to help determine the nominations and 
recognise qualities such as 
•  individual farm owner or farm manager whose achievements, in implementing farm 
management practices within a commercial primary production system,  
•  innovation in problem-solving 
•  perseverance/long-term commitment 
•  a high degree of sharing of experience 
•  promotion of landcare, its ideals and local activities. 
 

that are judged to be significant contribution to Landcare 
HMLG Entry form:  
A competition initiated to acknowledge achievements in implementing farm management 
practices, long-term commitment, sharing and supporting others in their land management 
endeavours, promotion of landcare and its ideals and/or project management that are 
judged to be a significant contribution to Landcare. 
The Award is run in conjunction with the Murrumburrah Harden Show Society & announced 
on 10/9/16.   
Please use extra space if required this form is to give the judges a summary of your 
operation prior to their visit. 
Name:         
Address:  
Telephone: 
Mobile:  
Email: 
I wish to enter/submit the following: - 
Please supply a brief summary about the person nominated and why they are worthy 
winners of this award.  
•  innovation in problem-solving 
•  perseverance/long-term commitment 
•  a high degree of sharing of experience 
•  promotion of landcare, its ideals and local activities. 
•  farm management practices 
 

Please send your nominations by email or letter to PO Box 145, HARDEN  2587 or 
louise.hufton@lls.nsw.gov.au      Entries close on MONDAY 9 September, 2016 
 

 

Registrations are now open for the 2016 National Landcare Conference and Awards, 
‘Collaborative Communities – Landcare in Action’  to be held in the Melbourne Convention 
and Exhibition Centre from 21-23 September 2016.  Murray Landcare will be represented 
by award nominees, Wirraminna Environmental Education centre and Edwina Hayes will be 
presenting on regional capacity in Landcare. Riverina will have Cherie White in the 
Landcare Coordinator of the Year Award. 
http://www.nationallandcareconference.org.au/#about 

http://www.nationallandcareconference.org.au/#about


 

 

 
RMIT University have launched an online survey about feral cat control in Australia. The 
information provided in this survey will help generate a better understanding of feral cat 
management in Australia, including how to make improvements. It takes a few minutes. You 
can find out more and complete the survey here: 
https://rmit.au1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6SArCuGiGitdi6h  
 
Pest Animal and Weed Management Survey, being conducted by the Australian Bureau of 
Agricultural and Resource Economics and Sciences (ABARES). Closes 10 October 2016. 
www.agriculture.gov.au/PAWsurvey  
 
Survey of Australian Farmers Regarding the Use of Big Data in Ag 
Big Data in Agriculture - what is it? What is the potential and what are the pitfalls?  Your chance 
to have your say.  Gina Wood, a PhD researcher at the School of Law in the University of New 
England, is running a survey “Big Data in Primary Production - What Do Farmers Know and Not 
Know, Do and Not Do, Concerning Farm Data in Australia?" to find out what farmers think about 
Big Data and related technologies - is it a powerful tool to help farmers or more empty promises 
and hyped-up words?  A means to improve productivity or a step towards dependency on 
suppliers?  A way to make better decisions on farm or a loss of control?  Ms Wood encourages 
all farmers to fill out her anonymous online 15-minute questionnaire whether you are familiar 
with "Big Data" or know nothing about it.  Your answers are vital in helping to determine how 
Big Data and its associated technologies can be best put to use for the benefit of primary 
producers in Australia. 
http://uneprofessions.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6m9ENEZVD2evLQV  
 

Intrepid Landcare have partnered with Landcare Australia to launch a crowdfunding 
campaign which aims to fund scholarships to cover the costs of attending the 2016 National 
Landcare Conference for young up-and-coming people in Landcare who would not normally get 
the chance to attend something like this. If you would like to contribute to this worthy cause 
please visit their campaign page to donate before 2 Sept. https://chuffed.org/project/sponsor-a-
future-landcarer  
 

Floodplain Ecology Course - Barmah - October 10 to 14 
Registrations now open! The Floodplain Ecology Course promotes awareness and greater 
understanding of these complex ecosystems in a drying climate, their ecological importance 
and values and the connection of floodplains with the health of their parent rivers. 
http://www.gbcma.vic.gov.au/news_events/events-calendar/floodplain-ecology-course-barmah-
october-10-to-14#sthash.n4KCpFk0.dpuf 
 
Wetland Plant ID Course by Rakali Ecological Consulting at Cohuna-Koondrook in Oct/Dec/Mar 
http://rakali.com.au/education-and-training-2/wetland-plant-identification-courses-2015/  
 
Lowland Wetland Ecology Course by Rakali Ecological Consulting at South Gippsland 7-11 Nov 
2016 http://rakali.com.au/education-and-training-2/lowland-wetland-ecology-course-november-
2016/  
Australian Regional Development Conference 3rd Australian Regional Development 
Conference being held in Canberra from 5 – 6 September 2016. With the theme Planning, 
Participation and Progress this year’s conference highlights what is happening in regional 
Australia; where it is happening, who is being affected and how planning is informing new 

https://rmit.au1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6SArCuGiGitdi6h
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projects. The program will feature an extensive range of topics with keynote presenters, 
concurrent sessions, case studies, Q & A, panels, workshops and poster presentations. 
Registration is now open. http://regionaldevelopment.org.au/ 
 
National Biological Farming Conference in Cairns 28-31 October 2016 
http://www.nationalbiologicalfarmingconference.org.au/program.html  
 
Nominations are now open for the 7th annual Australian Farmer of the Year Awards to be 
held in Canberra on the 10th of November 2016. Nominate yourself, a colleague, a friend or a 
family member who has made a difference to the Australian agricultural sector over the past 12 
months by nominating them for Australian Farmer of the Year, Young Farmer of the Year or 
Rural Consultant of the Year for 2016.In addition, this year’s awards will highlight those who 
contribute to rural communities by focusing on contribution and service with Farming Legend of 
the Year and Rural Community Leader of the Year awards. Entries close Friday August 26, 
2016 http://www.farmingahead.com.au/FarmerOfYear 
 
Rural Women’s Award nominations now open 
The RIRDC Rural Women’s Award is Australia’s pre-eminent Award for rural women. The 
Award identifies and supports emerging women leaders who have the desire, commitment and 
leadership potential to make a greater contribution to primary industries and rural communities. 
The Award acknowledges women's leadership capacity in effecting change and influence 
through connecting and collaborating, and creates opportunities for women to drive innovation 
and build resilience. The Award also encourages primary industries and their communities to 
embrace diversity in leadership to successfully navigate future challenges. 
Nominations for the Rural Women's Award open on 1 August and close on end of October 
2016. 
http://www.rirdc.gov.au/rural-women's-award  
 

Grants, Funding, Scholarships and Opportunities 

 
Position Available - LachLandcare  
LachLandcare Inc. is recruiting for a Sustainable Agriculture Project Officer to coordinate the 
delivery of their ‘Healthy Soil for Healthy Farms’ project. This is a part-time position for up to ten 
months with linkages to the Local Landcare Coordinator Initiative and other projects throughout 
the Lachlan catchment. http://wp.me/p7bPjv-7n  
 
Riverina Local Land Services 2016-17 Funding Program 
Grants for farmers, land managers and community groups are available for projects under the 
Riverina Local Land Services 2016-17 Funding Program which opened on Wednesday 27 July. 
Projects and activities may vary across different landscapes and farming systems in the 
Riverina region. Funding opportunities may include: 

1. Construction of stock management areas 
2. Fencing to protect remnant native vegetation 
3. Fencing and planting of native trees and shrubs 
4. Fencing to subdivide paddocks to land capabilities 
5. Soil testing and training to increase the adoption of sustainable land management 

practices 
6. Wetland and waterway restoration in the Mid-Murrumbidgee River area 

http://regionaldevelopment.org.au/
http://www.nationalbiologicalfarmingconference.org.au/program.html
http://www.farmingahead.com.au/FarmerOfYear
http://www.rirdc.gov.au/rural-women%27s-award
http://wp.me/p7bPjv-7n


 

 

7. Innovation for irrigators grants 
8. Riverina rangelands paddock restoration 
9. Sandhill pine woodland restoration 
10. Assistance to attend conferences and workshops to increase knowledge in sustainable 

farming practices 
11. Funding for community groups to undertake projects in sustainable landscapes and/or 

natural resource management 
Applications must be made online by completing the “How can we help you” form on our 
website riverina.lls.nsw.gov.au. Factsheets on all projects will be available on our website. 
For assistance and more information contact your nearest Riverina Local Land Services office. 
http://riverina.lls.nsw.gov.au/our-region/grants-and-funding  
For Community Grants enquiries contact Allie Hendy 6951 2751 or allie.hendy@lls.nsw.gov.au 
Funds are limited, so get your application in early. 
Applications close Friday 30 September 2016. http://riverina.lls.nsw.gov.au/our-
region/community-grants  
 
Yates Junior Landcare - DESIGN AND BE INSPIRED IN THE GARDEN 
Would you like the chance to design your dream educational garden and receive a grant to 
make it a reality? Yates and Junior Landcare have teamed up to encourage young people to get 
creative in the garden. Groups are invited to submit a design of their dream educational garden 
within their grounds or community, for the opportunity to win one of 12 grants valued at $2,000! 
https://landcareaustralia.org.au/be-inspired-garden/  
 
Applications for the 2016 Westpac Social Change Fellowships are now open and will close at 
midnight AEST 19 August 2016. Up to $50,000 to progress a project. Need help with your 
application? Join us for a webinar on Thursday 4 August 2016 at 3.30pm AEST. Register here.  
Apply Now FAQs Fellowship Guidelines  
 
The Community Landcare ‘Pop-up’ Grants Program coordinated by Murrumbidgee Landcare 
Inc. aims to support Landcare and community groups in the Riverina Local Land Services area 
to promote community-driven natural resource management.  Groups are invited to apply for a 
grant of up to $2,000 (GST exclusive) to undertake projects and activities that encourage the 
involvement of community groups in understanding, protecting and enhancing the natural 
environment.  A total of $25,000, on a competitive basis, is available each year for three years 
(2016/17, 2017/18 and 2018/19). Applications open: Monday 19 September 2016 Applications 
close: Sunday 30 October 2016. Guidelines  - Application form - further details will be posted on 
the Murrumbidgee Landcare website. 

The NSW Environmental Trust Restoration and Rehabilitation 2016/17 Grants Program is 
open to applications. Applications close 3pm Monday 26 September 2016. Grants of between 
$5,000 and $100,000 are available. 
$2 million for projects by community organisations and $2 million for projects by government 
entities is available for projects working to protect, conserve and restore our natural 
environment;  
Guidelines, application forms and a range of resources are available on the Trust's website: 
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/grants/restoration.htm. Contact the Trust Administration on (02) 
8837 6093 or email info@environmentaltrust.nsw.gov.au 
 
ANZ Seeds of Renewal Program  
The program focuses specifically on supporting education and employment initiatives that 
support local economies in rural, regional and remote areas, with consideration given to 

http://riverina.lls.nsw.gov.au/our-region/grants-and-funding
http://riverina.lls.nsw.gov.au/our-region/community-grants
http://riverina.lls.nsw.gov.au/our-region/community-grants
https://landcareaustralia.org.au/be-inspired-garden/
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7225647746218261251
https://westpac-scholars.smartygrants.com.au/SCF2016
http://bicentennial.westpacgroup.com.au/media/1471/wscf-frequently-asked-questions-2016.pdf
http://bicentennial.westpacgroup.com.au/media/1472/wscf-guidelines-2016-final.pdf
https://riverinalandcaredotorgdotau.files.wordpress.com/2016/07/pop-up-grants-program-guidelines.pdf
https://riverinalandcaredotorgdotau.files.wordpress.com/2016/07/pop-up-grants-program-application.docx
http://mli.org.au/
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/grants/restoration.htm
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http://enviro-nsw.trclient.com/id=8089,18266733,69555992,489022,1?erl=mailto%3Ainfo%40environmentaltrust.nsw.gov.au
http://enviro-nsw.trclient.com/id=8089,18266733,69555992,489022,1?erl=mailto%3Ainfo%40environmentaltrust.nsw.gov.au


 

 

projects that benefit communities with a population of fewer than 15,000 people. Through the 
Seeds of Renewal program, ANZ commits at least $250,000 which is distributed through grants 
of up to $15,000 to community organisations for projects focused on these areas. This year 
Lenovo is again supporting the program, with donations of laptops and tablets to eligible 
community projects. This means community groups can apply for a funding grant or for IT 
equipment. 

 Examples of projects that could receive a grant include: 
 Providing certified training courses at local community centres 
 Supporting programs that help people to prepare for employment or return to education 
 Supporting programs which help people to learn new skills and knowledge 
 Developing micro-business or social enterprises which help to create employment 

http://www.frrr.org.au/grants/ANZ-seeds-of-renewal  Closing: 5pm on Friday, 26 August 2016  
 
Fish Habitat Action Grants Angling clubs, individuals, community groups, local councils and 
organisations interested in rehabilitating fish habitats in freshwater and saltwater areas 
throughout NSW can apply for grants. Habitat rehabilitation projects which may be funded 
include: 

 removal or modification of barriers to fish passage 
 rehabilitation of riparian lands (river banks, wetlands, mangrove forests, saltmarsh) 
 re-snagging waterways with timber structure 
 removal of exotic vegetation from waterways 
 bank stabilisation works 
 reinstatement of natural flow regimes 

Applications are now open. For further information please contact the Habitat Action Grants 
Administrator on fish.habitat@dpi.nsw.gov.au or ring (02) 6626 1396 or (02) 4916 3817 
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing/habitat/rehabilitating/ahr-grants-program  
 

Community Resilience Innovation Program - Applications open 1 August 2016 and close 26 
September 2016, For projects commencing from January 2017.  
The Community Resilience Innovation Program (CRIP) is a scheme under the Natural Disaster 
Resilience Program, funded by the New South Wales and Commonwealth Governments 
through the National Partnership Agreement on Natural Disaster Resilience. 
The CRIP supports a broad range of community-led projects designed to increase all-hazard 
disaster preparedness and build community capacity and resilience. CRIP projects are based 
on collaboration and partnership between local community organisations and emergency 
services agencies. 
CRIP aims to: 

 Encourage local communities to engage in creative, community focussed activities that 
will enhance disaster resilience 

 Develop effective partnerships and build networks between local community 
organisations, councils, businesses and emergency services agencies 

 Foster ways to effectively engage the local community in emergency management and 
resilience building 

 Share knowledge and lessons learnt about new approaches and models through project 
evaluation 

 Support initiatives that can be integrated into current business and maintained in the 
longer term. 

https://www.emergency.nsw.gov.au/emsector/funding-programs/community-resilience-
innovation-program/  
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Aussie Cotton Farmers Grow Communities is now open for nominations Aussie Cotton 
Farmers Grow Communities is a grant program initiated by the Monsanto Fund in partnership 
with the Foundation for Rural & Regional Renewal (FRRR). It aims to help support local 
communities in cotton growing regions. The program allows farmers to nominate a community 
group or not-for-profit organisation to receive one of thirty $5,000 grants. This is a great 
opportunity for groups or initiatives that are important to the community to get a funding boost. 
Go to Nominate Online to complete a nomination form. http://aussiecottonfarmers.com.au/ 
Nominations close 31 August 2016. 
 

NSW Stronger Communities Grants Fund New councils are to consult with their community 
to allocate and deliver the Stronger Communities Fund through two programs: 

1. Community grant program, allocating up to $1 million in grants of up to $50,000 to 
incorporated not-for-profit community groups, for projects that build more vibrant, 
sustainable and inclusive local communities. 

2. Major projects program, allocating all remaining funding to larger scale priority 
infrastructure and services projects that deliver long term economic and social benefits 
to communities. 

Following consultation with the community, councils are able to increase the funding delivered 
through the community grants program by allocating funds from the major projects program. 
This can enable additional rounds of the community grants program to be run in subsequent 
years. 
Councils will be required to ensure that the community and local stakeholders are adequately 
consulted and provided with the opportunity to put forward ideas for funding. 
Community Grants Program criteria: 
Councils are to provide grants to incorporated not-for-profit community groups for projects 
identified and assessed using an open call for applications. 
To be successful for funding, community projects must meet the following criteria: 

 deliver social, cultural, economic or environmental benefits to local communities 
 address an identified community priority 
 be well defined with a clear budget 
 demonstrate that any ongoing or recurrent costs of the project can be met by the 

community group once grant funding has been expensed 
 the organisation must demonstrate the capacity to manage funds and deliver the project. 

Major Projects Program criteria 
Councils are to fund projects that deliver new or improved infrastructure or services to the 
community. 
Projects that are prioritised for funding must meet the following criteria: 

 have been through a community consultation process 
 demonstrate social and/or economic benefits to the community 
 consider issues of sustainability and equity across the broader community 
 demonstrate project feasibility and value for money, including full lifecycle costs; 
 did not have funds allocated by the former councils 
 give consideration to the processes and procedures outlined in the capital expenditure 

review guidelines issued by the Office of Local Government. 
 

Looking for a grant? The free government Grant Finder helps find grants and assistance 

programmes that are relevant to your own business. http://www.business.gov.au/grants-

and-assistance/grant-finder 
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Norman Wettenhall Small Environmental Grant Scheme, grant round opened 28 June. The 
objective is to support biodiversity conservation projects particularly around monitoring and 
recording data, community education, community capacity building (training) and research and 
science. For more info: http://nwf.org.au/grants/small- environmental-grants/ 
 
ABC Heywire is looking for young regional Australians, aged between 16 and 22, to tell their 
story about living in regional Australia. It can be in the form of writing, video, audio or 
photography. Winning Heywire is an unparalleled chance to see their story broadcast across 
the ABC. All winners from around Australia are also given the chance to take part in the 
Heywire Regional Youth Summit in Canberra. Involvement in Heywire is an avenue to youth 
leadership, environmental advocacy, involvement in the Triple J 25 Under 25 list, working for 
ABC TV or raising awareness for mental health services.  http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-07-
19/heywire-competition-2016-entries-open/7638948#.V41jeAhsoho.twitter  
 
Nominations for the 2016 NSW/ACT Regional Achievement & Community Awards 
nominations close 19 August.  The awards are designed to encourage, acknowledge and 
reward the valuable contributions individuals, communities and businesses are making 
throughout regional and rural NSW & the ACT. Winners of each category will receive either 
$2,500 courtesy of Commonwealth Bank or an airtime package courtesy of PRIME7. To find out 
more about the awards please Click Here 
 
The Royal Agricultural Society Foundation Rural Scholarships offer $5,000 for full-time 
study and $2,500 for part-time study to assist students who are passionate about living and 
working in rural and regional areas, and are motivated to help build strong and vibrant 
communities. Interested applicants are encouraged to visit 
www.rasnsw.com.au/scholarships  to find out more about the RAS Foundation Rural 
Scholarships and to complete the online application form. Applications close 30 September, 
2016 and the scholarship recipients will be announced in February 
2017.  http://www.rasnsw.com.au/foundation/scholarships-and-grants/ras-rural-scholarships/  
Royal Agricultural Society of NSW (RAS) Foundation has opened the door for passionate 
tertiary students who are pursuing a career in the dairy produce industry by offering the 2017 
Sydney Royal Dairy Produce Scholarship. Partnering with the Sydney Royal Dairy Produce 
Committee, the Foundation will provide a grant of $5,000 for full-time study or $2,500 for part-
time study, with the successful recipient also having the opportunity to steward at the 2017 
Sydney Royal Cheese & Dairy Produce Show in February. 
 
Royal Agricultural Society of NSW Rural Achiever Award Rural Achiever Award 
Applications for the 2017 Award open 1 August - 30 September 2016. The RAS Rural Achiever 
Award helps nurture and develop leadership skills amongst young people aged 20 to 29 years. 
Eight lucky finalists will share in a prize-pool of $17,000 and undergo an exclusive week-long 
program at the 2017 Sydney Royal Easter Show. http://www.rasnsw.com.au/sydney-royal-
competitions/competitions/rural-achiever/  
 
Community Litter Grants Program Keep NSW Beautiful (KNSWB) and the NSW Environment 
Protection Authority (EPA) are pleased to announce a third round of funding to help 
communities fight litter in their neighbourhoods through the Community Litter Grants Program. 
Grants of up to $5,000 are made available for community groups who are keen to tackle litter in 
their area and have the local knowledge to make a difference. This is the first year a perpetual 
application period is being introduced. http://knswb.org.au/grants-available-to-help-banish-litter-
from-communities/ Applications close March 1st 2017. 
 

http://nwf.org.au/grants
http://www.abc.net.au/heywire/stories/2015/07/4266040.htm#.V41LkKK1eJR
http://www.abc.net.au/heywire/stories/2015/07/4266040.htm#.V41LkKK1eJR
http://www.abc.net.au/heywire/stories/2011/05/3209661.htm#.V41Lu6K1eJQ
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-12-02/triple-js-annual-25-under-25-nailing-it-list-adds-former-refugee/6995162
http://www.abc.net.au/heywire/stories/2011/04/3184056.htm#.V41MH6K1eJR
http://www.abc.net.au/heywire/stories/2011/05/3219830.htm#.V41MMKK1eJQ
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-07-19/heywire-competition-2016-entries-open/7638948#.V41jeAhsoho.twitter
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-07-19/heywire-competition-2016-entries-open/7638948#.V41jeAhsoho.twitter
http://awardsaustralia.com/regional-achievement-community-awards/nsw
http://www.rasnsw.com.au/scholarships
http://www.rasnsw.com.au/foundation/scholarships-and-grants/ras-rural-scholarships/
http://www.rasnsw.com.au/sydney-royal-competitions/competitions/rural-achiever/
http://www.rasnsw.com.au/sydney-royal-competitions/competitions/rural-achiever/
http://knswb.org.au/grants-available-to-help-banish-litter-from-communities/
http://knswb.org.au/grants-available-to-help-banish-litter-from-communities/


 

 

The Indigenous Advancement Strategy (IAS) is the way in which the Australian Government 
funds and delivers a range of programmes targeting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples.The Australian Government has set three clear priorities to make sure efforts are 
effectively targeted: 

 The positive impact that education has on the future success of individuals, families and 
communities is clear. Children who go to school have better life outcomes. 

 Employment, economic development and social participation improves the lives of 
families and communities. The right conditions and incentives need to be in place for 
Indigenous Australians to participate in the economy and broader society. 

 Growing up in a healthy and safe home and community is essential for families to thrive 
and reach their full potential. In particular, the violence that too many women and 
children face must be addressed. 

In the 2015-16 Budget, the Australian Government allocated $4.9 billion to the IAS, over four 
years to 2018-19, for grant funding processes and administered procurement activities that 
address the objectives of the IAS 
http://www.dpmc.gov.au/indigenous-affairs/grants-and-funding/funding-under-ias 
 

Farm Innovation Fund A package to assist primary producers identify and address risks to 
their farming enterprise, improve permanent farm infrastructure and ensure long-term 
productivity and sustainable land use, aiding in meeting changes to seasonal conditions. 
Applicants should contact the Authority prior to lodging an application. For more info: 
http://www.raa.nsw.gov.au/assistance/farm-innovation-fund 
Farm Business Skills Professional Development Program As part of the NSW 
Government's $300 million Drought Strategy, a $45 million Farm Business Skills Professional 
Development Program has been developed to support farm business in all conditions, but 
particularly in relation to preparing for and responding to drought. For more info: 
http://www.raa.nsw.gov.au/assistance/professional-development-program 
The Australian Farm Institute  John Ralph Essay Competition is open for 2016. Entries 
close 5pm on Monday, 5 September 2016.  Topic: Farm environmental stewardship programs 
are just subsidies in disguise and should not be adopted in Australia.  
Prizes – OPEN - $5000 cash prize      NOVICE $1000 cash prize          PLUS 
 Winning entries will be published in the Summer 2017 Edition of the Farm Policy Journal 
 One year’s membership of the Australian Farm Institute 
 Complimentary attendance at the Australian Agriculture Roundtable Conference in 

November  
For all the entry details, including rules of entry and judging criteria or past copies of the Farm 
Policy Journal, see www.farminstitute.org.au Professor or Lecturers are eligible for one year's 
free subscription to the Farm Policy Journal, upon encouraging students to participate. In the 
event that the essay topic is used for coursework, we encourage lecturers to only submit the top 
3–4 entries from the class.  To participate in this offer, please register with Nicole Day, 
Research Officer – dayn@farminstitute.org.au  to indicate your interest.  Here's your opportunity 
to support or oppose this statement and enter the John Ralph Essay Competition. The 
Australian Farm Institute established the John Ralph Essay Competition to stimulate discussion 
and debate on topics relevant to the agriculture sector, and to encourage students and the 
wider community to engage in issues strategically important to the future of the sector. Entrants 
are asked to clearly explain whether they support or oppose the above statement. The essays 
should include a broad analysis of the potential or actual impact of environmental stewardship 
programs, from both an environmental and a farm productivity perspective. Essays should 
include analysis of overseas examples in support of arguments, and can be between 1,500 and 
4,500 words in length.  
There are two categories – OPEN  or NOVICE (25 years of age or under) 

http://www.dpmc.gov.au/indigenous-affairs/grants-and-funding/funding-under-ias
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AUS Crop Nutrition 
@AuCropNutrition FOLLOWS YOU 
Sharing knowledge between advisors, researchers, experts, and growers in#cropnutrition for 
Australia. extensionaus.com.au/category/field… 

 

https://twitter.com/AuCropNutrition
https://twitter.com/AuCropNutrition
https://twitter.com/hashtag/cropnutrition?src=hash
http://t.co/auKQjZJwvw

